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The other place in the Arabic novel

Lect. Jaafar Ahmed Abdullah
The Open Educational College / Nineveh
Nineveh Directorate of Education

Abstract

The foreign place differs from the Arab place by the uniqueness
of its environment and privacy socially, -culturally and
geographically. While some agree on naming it as outside place,
its formation and forms in the novels reveal its rarity and presence
making it as a focal point place that embraces its architectural,
geographical and engineering form. The foreign place is the place
that exists in foreign environment and does not resemble or
coincide with the Arab place neither urbanly nor socially. It is
shaped by the nature of the Western environment and its effects
historically, realistically, and even mythically.

We have called it “the other place”, because it is a different place,
and perhaps most of the old and modern novels have focused on
the Arab place and devoted special attention to it, and although
some singled out the other place for reading and criticism, yet it
did not rise on an in-depth insight as it will be presented in the
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novels under study. We found the presence of the Arab character
and the extent of its interaction with the other place embodied
reference points to some places that have their own specificity in
memory (the characters’ memory, which invokes Arab places).
Therefore, the other place harmonized with the repercussions of
memory, so the place fused the memory into an influential focus,
and this is not the uniqueness of the foreign place as it is the
environment of the Arab and Western characters alike.
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