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Employing the absurd in the theater of the absurd - the play (The
Return of the Man Who Did Not Go) by writer Ali Abdul Nabi Al-Zaidi as
an example
A.P.Dr. Fouad Mutlab Mikhlif
Anbar University/College of Arts

Summary

The absurd and the absurd can appear at the level of structure, as well as at the
level of objective themes, and the dialogue in many of the play’s scenes appears
incapable of conveying meaning, a clear indication of the extent of the complexity
with which man lives in contradictions in the contemporary world, and this
complexity that leads to man’s lack of understanding. And his inability to justify
the absurdity of the life in which he lives. Silence, reluctance to speak, or playing
with words often plays an important role in drawing the scene in the Theater of
the Absurd. There are central themes in the Theater of the Absurd that announced
their presence in Ali Abd al-Nabi al-Zaidi’s theater, such as the theme of waiting
and physical disability. And play, as the writer of the play excelled in trying to
employ the absurd to make it represent a loud cry condemning the absurdity and
absurdity that man experiences due to the power of violence and its dominance
over man.

Keywords: the play of the absurd, Ali Abdel Nabi, the return of the man who
never left
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