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Tile decoration in the Mausoleum of Muhammad Pasha Dagestani
Prof. Dr. Saadi Ibraham Al-Daraji
Center of revival heritage
University of Baghdad
Abstract :
This paper deals with studying of one of the shrine that buried in Khizran
that had considered one of the ancient cemetery in Baghdad ,it is
Mohammad Basha Al-Dagstany shrine who martyrizes in Kut battle where
sited between English and Othman army in March 1916 , this shrine has
more importance as described it full of Motifs which acted the last serious in
producing Baghdadi schools . this search tries to document the shrine by
description analyzing study depended on Field visits in addition to add
diagram clarifies the form of shrine and its accurate measurements enhances
that with photos .it describes as inheritance civil for Baghdad government
wishing to protect it from destruction which the government tried to do.
This study has arrived to result in which the researcher please be benefit
specially for academic study specializes in Islamic heritage study because it
as one of the importance status in Baghdad and participates in discovering
the important sides in religious architecture make it a serial of recorded
shrines through the world of architecture .
Key words :
Cemeteries, shrines ,motifs, Mohammad Basha Al-Dagstany
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Conclusion:
In this research, the study dealt with five points, the first focused on the
biography of the shrine owner, the second dealt with the layout and
architecture of the mausoleum, the third dealt with geometric motifs, the
fourth concerned plant motifs, and the fifth dealt with writings executed
on glazed tiles. We sought to draw
most of the decorative formations executed in the form of artistic
paintings that covered the facades of the mausoleum on the four sides, in
order to avoid elaborating their description.

— It is known that studying any mausoleum requires introducing its
owner and showing his social status, so research began with the
biography of the martyr Muhammad Pasha Dagestani to find out

his most important works, and his administrative and military positions
he held in the Ottoman Empire, until his death in 1916 AD.

— Before starting to study the brick decorations in this mausoleum, it is
necessary to clarify the layout of the mausoleum and to understand the
nature of its architecture. Therefore, the researcher sought to develop a
floor plan for the mausoleum, with a description of its dome and walls
from the inside and its external facades.

— The most beautiful brick decorations in the Dagestani mausoleum are
plant elements arranged within geometric shapes, most of which are
vegetal branches and three-leaf stylized vertically engraved, palmette
fans emerging from twisted branches, and with flowers, and the artist
took into account the principle of symmetry, contrast and repetition as is
the case in distributing the decoration. In the Arab Rqgh motifs
(arabesque). He also relied on the element of roses in abundance, so he
drew compositions in the form of dishes.

— With regard to the geometric motifs, frames have been adopted in
most cases for plant motifs, which are varied, based on circles, squares
and lozenges. These shapes have been repeated to draw different
formations. The most beautiful geometric frames are painted in the form
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of artistic paintings based on arched arched horseshoe arches, pointed or
lobed arches resting on columns

surmounted by three-dimensional capitals. The artist also adopted other
forms in decorating the paintings, such as niche, pots, and candlesticks
that hold lamps. Do not miss the mention of the mugarnas, which
decorated the interior of the dome, executed in the form of descending
pendants resembling beehives.

- As for the inscription decoration, it is mostly in the form of an
applique ribbon on the top of the four facades from the outside, and the
writing is selected verses from a long lamentation poem by Jamil Sidqi
al-Zahawi about the martyr Muhammad Pasha al-Daghistani executed on
blue-glazed brick tiles. the White.
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