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Abstract

The researcher examines the historical relationships between Muslims and
Christians through a contemporary lens based on the principles of equality,
partnership, and full citizenship.

He focuses on the concepts of "minority” and "majority.” The former
Implies submission, subordination, and acceptance of being lesser due to
numerical and size considerations, while the latter entails dominance,
hegemony, and power, as well as the claim to possess truth and superiority
under the pretext of "greater identity" or "superior ldentity".

Although the researcher supports the Declaration of Minority Rights issued
in 1992, however he questioned the terminology and propose an alternative:
"Declaration of Cultural Group Rights", especially in multicultural societies.

From this perspective, the researcher addresses the rights of Christians and
the discrimination and targeting they have faced recently, which has forced
many to emigrate. This topic is explored in his three books about Christians: the
first - Christians and the Arab Spring (2012); the second - Christians: The Salt
of the Arabs (2013); and the third - Branches of the Vine: Arab Christians
(2015). In addition to a range of various research and studies, including an
extended section in his book The Jurisprudence of Tolerance in Arab-Islamic
Thought: State and Culture (2005).

The research addresses the issues and problems arising from intolerance, its
offspring extremism, and their outcomes: violence and terrorism due to the
surplus of power in authoritarian practices and the overreach of intolerant and
extremist forces. This is compounded by a lack of community legal culture,
particularly regarding the relationship with the other, specifically Christians.

The researcher highlighted the Document of Human Fraternity
(February,2019) signed by Sheikh Alazhar Ahmed el-Tayeb and His Holiness
Pope Francis, which focused on shared human values, in contrast to its opposite:
Islamophobia (fear of Islam) and Westophobia (fear of the West).

The researcher considers the hypothesis of conflict between Muslims and
Christians to be fabricated by claims that Christianity is Western, where as it is
Eastern just as Islam is Eastern. Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem and lived in
Nazareth (Palestine), from where Christianity spread. In addition, The Prophet
Muhammad was born in Mecca and lived in Medina, and from the Arabian
Peninsula, the Islamic message spread across the world.

The difference, thus, is not between Christianity and Islam, but rather
between the political West, which represents philosophies, ideologies, and
interests, and the countries and peoples of the region that have been subjected to
exploitation and the plundering of their resources.

Whether its citizens are Muslims, Christians, or others. Islam has viewed
Christianity, which preceded it by six centuries, positively. In the Holy Quran,
Christ is referred to as "the Spirit of Holiness" and "the Word of Truth", these
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teachings have no connections with the calls for takfir promoted by extremist
groups like Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and their affiliates.

Christianity and Islam are products of the Arab region, and Christians
contributed to the construction of Arab-Islamic civilization, playing a
distinguished role. Therefore, it can be said that Christians are not newcomers
or outsiders; they are sons of the region and lived there before and after the
advent of Islam.

Therefore, discussing religious or civilizational conflicts in the Arab region
Is groundless as promoted by Samuel Huntington, regarding the Arab region
where Muslims and Christians lived in peace without wars, although this does
not mean that there is no discrimination or deprivation of the rights of
Christians

The researcher presents the significant loss caused by the emigration of
Christians, similar to the severe loss experienced by the emigration of Jews,
which Israel has benefited from and exploited in its propaganda that the conflict
is religious between Muslims and Jews, claiming that: If Muslims cannot
tolerate the presence of Christians, the majority of whom are Arabs, how can
they tolerate the presence of Jews? Whereas The Arab — Israeli conflict is, in
fact, a struggle over rights and land, not about "heavenly values."

The researcher concludes that coexistence, citizenship, and the rule of law
are the means to strengthen Islamic-Christian relations, stressing the importance
of diversity within the framework of unity. He calls for a legal project to
prohibit sectarian discrimination and to impose penalties for it, along with
ensuring legislation that prevents discrimination both at the national level and
internationally.

He also proposes a project for the countries of the region called "Eastern
Westphalia™ based on respecting the principles of sovereignty, non-interference
in internal affairs, and the right to privacy. This was an initiative by His
Highness Prince Hassan bin Talal for a cultural and intellectual dialogue that
includes intellectuals from the region's countries: Turks, Persians, Kurds, and
Arabs, and is based on mutual independence, which he referred to as "The Four
Pillars of the Nation".
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