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Negative distortion in the literature of Orientalist travel to the Arabian
Peninsula in the nineteenth century
Prof. Dr. Shaima Khairy Fahim A.L. Riyadh Hassan Hadi
College of Education/Al-Qadisiyah University
Abstract:
This research is concerned with the study of patterns of negative distortion in the
Orientalist nomadic system to the Arabian Peninsula in the nineteenth century
AD, where the image of the other in this blog was subjected to the negative
vision or what researchers called ((negative distortion))(1), whose components
emanate from aggression towards the other and demeaning from his position and
at all levels. Hence, the Western vision in travel literature centered on
((stereotyping the East and the Easterners by drawing a worldly picture of them
by a hungry imagination to the magical and miraculous. While the Arab travel
literature focused on the beauties of civilization through manifestations of
admiration for it))(2). This is what is observed in the Arab trips in the nineteenth
century to France, such as the trips of Rifaa al-Tahtawi and Jerji Zaidan, and we
did not find in the writings of these travelers and their predecessors in ancient
times any transcendence or superiority or claim of heroism (3), unlike Western
trips that were revived by transcendence and inferiority and ego inflation;
Therefore, this research seeks to trace the patterns of this distortion in these
journeys, which are based on the transformation and restoration of the formation
of patterns in order to realize this other.
Keywords: distortion, literature, expedition
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