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This study aims to shed light on a pivotal phase experienced by the Levant
and other Islamic regions following the death of Yazid ibn Muawiya. The phase was
preceded by an overview of Muawiya’s efforts to establish the Umayyad state,
beginning with his focus on strengthening the army and navy, proposing the
institution of hereditary succession (*wilayat al-ahd*), and culminating in the
appointment of his son Yazid as ruler of the Muslims through a testamentary
directive. Muawiya’s endeavors marked a transitional phase from a pre-state
structure to a formal state system. However, his project faced fierce resistance from
Hussein ibn Ali and the sons of the Prophet’s companions, which contributed to

divisions that tore through the Muslim world during Yazid’s caliphate. These rifts
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resulted in the martyrdom of Hussein ibn Ali at Karbala, the siege and partial
destruction of Medina, and even extended to the burning of the Kaaba following its
blockade by the Levantine army.

Upon news of Yazid’s death, hostilities ceased, and warring factions retreated to
their territories, ushering in a new phase that fragmented the Islamic world into
political chaos. This fragmentation stemmed from Muawiya’s failure to
institutionalize his succession project due to opposition from Hussein ibn Ali and the
companions’ sons, as previously noted. Additionally, the reclusive caliph (likely
referring to a later figure) maintained his withdrawal from governance and did not
designate a successor, disenchanted with the caliphate and unconvinced of its
legitimacy. Consequently, the resulting political vacuum damaged the Muslim world,
dividing it into provinces loyal to two rival caliphates: one in the Hijaz and the other
in the Levant .

The latter emerged after a tumultuous process, culminating in the selection of
Marwan ibn al-Hakam as caliph at al-Jabiyah. His rise marked the end of the
Sufyanid branch of the Umayyads and the beginning of the Marwanid era. Tribal
partisanship, particularly the pro-Yemeni tribal support for Marwan, played a

decisive role in resolving the power struggle within the Umayyad state .
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