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The sarcastic irony in the poetry of Kazem Al-Hajjaj
A.P.D. Ahmed Mahdi Atallah
Al-Mustansiriya University - College of Education - Department of Arabic
Language
Abstract

Sarcastic irony is definitely prevalent in the poetry of Kadhim Al-Hajaj till he
was named the second Jahiz of Basra. Some previous critical studies have
tackled irony as a phenomenon in his poetry. However, no study has been
devoted to the ironic style in Al-Hajaj’s poetry in the light of the dichotomy of
lyrical verses dramatic poems, focusing on the philosophy of irony via the
textual referentialities upon which the poem depends for its aesthetic structure
and semantic significance. In addition, no critical study has ever indicated the
dispute among translators about the terms of “irony” and “sarcasm”, and that is
what the present paper highlighted, depending on the most important sources
that are concerned with terminology; namely critical, philosophical, cultural and
literary dictionaries. Also, the study tackles the key stylistic features of the
structure of irony in Kadhim Al-Hajaj’s poetry.

Keywords: irony, sarcasm, stylistics, structuralism, Kadhim Al-Hajaj.
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