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Prophethood and Imamate in the Holy Qur’an from the
Perspective of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)

Asst. Prof. Sabah Muhammad Hussein
Researcher: Sayyid Fadel Hatim Al-Mousawi

College of Islamic Sciences / University of Diyala
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Abstract:

The study of the issues of prophethood and imamate
isamongtheimportant subjectsinthe creed of a Muslim
after the subject of monotheism. They are considered
among the foundational pillars upon which the structure
of Islamic thought is established. Prophethood is a
divine station chosen by Allah for those He tested and
found worthy of this position, so He made them means
of guidance and righteousness and callers to His path
with wisdom and good exhortation, in order to achieve
the divine objective, which is servitude to Allah Almighty
alone. Therefore, He entrusted to His Messenger
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and to some of the
previous messengers alevel of authority over the nation,
- which is the imamate, and He commanded obedience
l%g} to them, for obeying them is obeying Allah, and their

Ry authority is the authority of Allah. The imamate is the
counterpart of prophethood and the complementary
part of that divine path. Allah the Exalted said: }You are
only a warner, and for every people is a guides [Surah
Ar-Ra'd: 7]. So, warning is the function of the prophet,
and guidance is the function of the imam. There is a
complementary connection between prophethood
and imamate—what prophethood begins is completed
by imamate. The relationship between them has existed
since they were one light in the knowledge of Allah, and
He divided that light into the light of prophethood which
manifested in Abdullah (peace be upon him) to become
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and
the light of imamate which manifested in Abu Talib to
become the light of Imam Ali (peace be upon him).
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Keywords: Prophethood, Imamate, Ahl al-Bayt

(peace be upon them)
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