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Research summary:

West Africa (Nigeria, Guinea-Bissau, Ghana) has become a magnet for transnational
organized crime. drug gangs have collaborated with local partners to turn the region into an
important transit route to Europe and North America for illicit drugs produced in South
America and Asia .West Africa has long produced cannabis Cannabis mainly for local
consumption, but later became a producer and exporter of synthetic drugs such as
amphetamine-type stimulants Amphetamine(ATS.(

The drug trade is currently estimated at millions of dollars in West Africa, a region where the
majority of countries are still among the poorest in the world.

The drug trade appeared in West Africa at a time when the region was suffering from years of
political conflict and ongoing violence, which in turn created instability, resulting in a legacy
of (fragile) government institutions, weak criminal systems exposed to all kinds of
penetration by organized crime and facing many obstacles to counter drugs.

Since the late fifties and early sixties, the drug trade in West Africa(cocaine, cannabis, and
other drugs) has expanded rapidly amid increased demand from the United States of America
and Europe, and because of this increased demand, which led to the expansion of two trade
routes passing through West Africa, one of which exports locally produced cannabis from
West Africa to South Africa, Europe and Asia, the other transports cocaine from Latin
America and heroin from Afghanistan and Southeast Asia to Europe and the United States of
America on both routes.

Drug traffickers have exploited the geographical location of West Africa as an intermediate
point between the ancient trade route between Latin America and western Asia to Europe and
the United States of America, as well as the borders of West Africa, which suffer from poor
control and widespread corruption.
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