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Desertification phenomenon in Iraq and environmental challenges
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Abstract
Desertification, which has increased in severity in recent times, is
considered one of the most dangerous environmental problems created

by humans as a result of their irrational dealing with their environment,
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especially arid and semi-arid environments, which are balanced by
fragile ecosystems, characterized by a highly susceptible environmental
balance that can be disturbed under the influence of mismanagement
and irrational exploitation of natural resources, including plants, water,
and soil. Desertification and land degradation occur due to various
factors, including climate change, deforestation, overgrazing, over—
agriculture, the practice of irrational grazing, and unsustainable land
management practices. Scientific studies indicate that desert lands
constitute 42% of the area of Iraq, while the percentage of lands
threatened by desertification is 92%, of which the desertified area
constitutes 38%, while the percentage of lands exposed to
desertification is 54%, and a large percentage of the lands suffer from
the phenomenon of desertification, such as soil erosion, deterioration of
vegetation cover, and decrease in soil fertility. The research aims to find
out the causes of the worsening phenomenon of desertification in Iraq
and its consequences. The research concluded with a set of

conclusions and recommendations.
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