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God,s Prior Knowledge & Man>s Free Will in
St. Anaslam,s Philosophy

By Researcher Asmaa Jaafar Faraj

Assist Prof. Ahmed Abd Khudayer (PhD.)

Abstract

God>s prior knowledge of events, if events proceed to take place out of
necessity, would dispossess Man of the freedom to act he/she has enjoyed by
Godys will; and if Man is predestinated by God>s will to experience things,
it is self-evident that he/she is wondering how predetermination goes in line
with the dichotomy of reward and punishment? This leads to a contradiction
and must be resolved. We find those who tried in the Christian Middle Ages
to find a solution or to put forward opinions to that problem. St. Anaslam is
the most prominent figure who tried to research the problem of Gods prior
knowledge (predestination) and Manjs free will. He believed that God’s
absolute knowledge of future events indicates that those events take place
by necessity, but, at the same time he believes that people have their free
will through their actions and nothing prevents them from making their free
choice. Therefore, Anslam insists that there must something experienced in
the future without necessity. This is explained by the fact that God already
knows that some actions are not predetinated and can only be done by the
Mamns free will and their free choices; that there is something in the future
done or acted upon by no necessity.

Keywords: God, God>s Prior Knowledge, Predestination, Man»s Free Will,
Necessity
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