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Abstract
The current research aimed to identify the optimism (cautious - cockeyed) among
distinguisher school students and their regular peers in the secondary stage. The
researcher used the optimism (cautious - cockeyed) scale, which was developed for
this purpose, and its psychometric properties were extracted in terms of validity and
reliability. The sample was selected using stratified random sampling method and
proportionate sampling technique. The sample consisted of 500 male and female
students, including 150 distinguisher students and 350 regular students. A single
sample t-test and analysis of variance were used to verify the stated objectives. The
research found the presence of cautious optimism among the students. As for the
gender differences, they were statistically significant in favor of females, as they had
a higher mean. However, the differences were not statistically significant based on
the variables of school type (distinguisher, regular) and grade level (second, fifth).
The research concluded with several recommendations and suggestions.
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