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Coexistence in the Arab-Islamic Culture :

The Case of Islamic-Christian Dialogue

By Assist. Prof. Fauzi Hamid al-Heeti

Abstract

«Coexistence> is a contemporary concept generated for the urgent need in a
multicultural world which has been nowadays described as a global village.
The Arab-Islamic civilization is one of the ancient civilizations that embraces
within its cultural boundaries many peoples and ethnicities with different
cultures and religions. In our view, the experience of the cultural dialogue
within the Arab-Islamic civilization is a rich one that deserves to be studied
not with the aim of glorifying¢ borrowing, or reviving it, but with the aim
of deconstructing and critiquing it to unearth the logic of the dialogue that
governed the Arab-Islamic mind and the motives thereof. This mind, which
still governs the structure of the contemporary Arab mind and determines the
mechanisms of it employs to interact with the different other; it even impedes
the acceptance of that other and obstructs efforts to peacefully live therewith.
The present research paper is an attempt to understand that.

Keywords: Coexistence, Arab-Islamic civilization, Culture, Dialogue
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