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Charles Sanders Peirce and Jacob

von Uexkull in Modern Semiotics

By Dr. Alawi Ahmed Al-Malgami

Abstract

Many researchers do not know semiotics (or do not see its beginnings)
except through De Saussure and Charles Peirce. However, in this study I offer
a different argument, in which Saussure becomes out of this truth-distanced
binary, which has dominated the history of modern semiotics for a long time. I
attempted to present the modern semiotics through two real founders; they are,
first, Charles Sanders Peirce, who is considered the real and first founder of
semiotics, but he remained in the margins alongside Saussure, who occupies
the first and main position, and, second, Jacob von Uexkiill, the founder who
has been utterly marginalized (especially in Arabic studies). Still, he is one of
the two pillars upon which modern semiotics is based.

The present study offers a brief definition of Peirce and his basic concept
of «semeosis», and Uexkiill and his concept of «Umwelt» (or what can be
translated as the subjective universe). Moreover, I have explored the points
of convergence between these two scholars, in terms of their starting-points
and areas of interest. The study highlights their effects on the formation of
as well as developments in modern semiotics, their position among modern
semiotics scholars, and how does reading them together impact on changing
the concept of semiotics, its interests and status.

Keywords: Semiotics, De Saussure, Peirce
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