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AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF NOMINAL PROTECTION
COEFFICIENTS OF MAIN CEREAL CROPS IN IRAQ FOR
THE PERIOD (1990-2014)

M.A.L Al-SADI
ABSTRACT

The objective of this work is to shed light on the nature of net nominal
protection coefficients of the main cereal crops produced in Iraq for the period
1990-2014 and hence to know the protection pattern for these crops as an
indicator for the agricultural sector in Irag. This objective has been achieved by
using simple mathematical models to measure net nominal protection coefficient
for main cereal crops, wheat, barley, rice and maize. The result generally showed
that the value of net nominal protection coefficient, whether for each crop or for
the four crops together, is less than one. This indicates that there is no protection
or there is a discouragement for the main cereal crops producers.

This work gave some recommendations which could contribute in
correcting the present price policy for cereal crops. The most important of these
recommendations is to take in consideration some macroeconomic policies such
as equilibrium exchange rate for Iraqi dinnar that could affect indirectly on
price structure of agricultural products.It also suggested an alternative for the
present price policy of cereal crops concentrating on supporting cereals
producers by subsidizing agricultural inputs.
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