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ABSTRACT
The development of the relative importance of tourism industry
in Arab homeland
Tourism industry is economic activity, it has Avery large importance in the economies
of several countriesin general, and special importance in the Arabic countries and Iraq
is one of the them. Tourism returns regarded as one of the basic inputs of national
income to cover the defection in their balance of payments, as well as to push the social
and economic process forwards, as the tourism sector in the light of its relation with
other sectorscontributein its development and in providing new job opportunities.
The functions and statisticsrefer to that tourism will be a basic pillar in service economic
during the returns of it increased continuously to be (692.7) million dollar and (463)
billion dollar respectively in 2001.
The study showed too, that there was centralization a round a limited number of
international tourism sites, and the majority of tourism go toward European conter ant
and the united states especially, and the share of Arabic countries from the total
international tourism is very limited and not exceed (4.3), (1.5) and (1.4) for each of the
number of tourists, returns, and inter national tourism expenditure respectively, and it is
at thetail list with terms of inter national order.
Thetourism among Arabic countriesis humble too and doesn’t exceed (42% ).
The study showed that the war and the unstable security situation had stood against the
development of this industry, and the decrease of annual rate of the number of visitors
and thetourist returns.
The study showed too that the international events and the instability in the Arab
homeland have its negative impact upon tourism industry in it.
So this study highlights the necessity of considering the cooperation in the sector of
tourism within.
The Arab homeland, from the fact that the Arabic tourism is a complementary and not
competitive tourism, and it must be a qualitative steps to develop this sector in its
different tributes, and consider it as an alter native source of return for petroleum.
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