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Death from Greek Philosophy to the Middle Ages

By Assist. Prof. Hayder Nadhim Moammad (PhD.)
Researcher: Ri-yam Hassan Swadi
Abstract

It can be argued that the problem of death did not come at once but
went through several stages, starting with myths and imagination, and
then, entering into Greek thought, and having several interpretations
and symbols. For instance, in mythology, death is viewed as a ghost;
ideas like these leaked into Greek thought, but they were characterized
by being organized and evidently indicating the emergence of rational
thinking after being absent in pre-Greek philosophy. Death at that point
represents the separation of the soul from the body. This is what we found
in Socrates» and Plato>s philosophy, where they argued that there was
a separation of the soul from the body and emphasized the importance
of immortality, providing evidence thereof, namely, the survival of the
soul after death. We may see Socrates forbidding suicide, because Man
here is seeking to die on his own will where he/she must not tamper
with something they do not possess; self, from Socrates)» perspective,
belongs to the gods.

The middle age philosophers in general also viewed death as the
separation of the soul from the body, but they were different from the
formers in being influenced by their heavenly books; for example,
Christian philosophers were influenced by the Gospels, linking death to sin;
Muslim philosophers were influenced by the Holy Quran and argued that
«Bodies and souls will be resurrected in The Day of Doomsday and that Man
is rendered immortalized in terms of both his/her soul and body.»

Keywords: Death, Greek philosophy, Socrates, Plato, Middle age philosophy,
Augustine, Islamic philosophy, Avicenna
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