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Flag colors and their meanings in Islamic history
A.L. Bayan Najm Abdul
University of Al-Qadisiyah / College of Physical Education and Sports Sciences

Abstract

Arabs used to adopt flags as a symbol of the army and its strength in wars. The
shapes, sizes and colors of these flags varied, and they were given many general
names such as the brigade, the flag and other terms that indicate a class, group,
battalion or army, in addition to special names such as the eagle, the wildness and
others. The flag was a symbol of the center of command or weight, as it was often
in the hands of the bravest knights or leaders, and its fall meant losing the battle.
Flags continued to be raised in wars after the emergence of Islam as well. It was
reported that the Prophet used the flag in his conquests, and he had more than one
flag in several colors and shapes. The most famous of these flags was the square-
shaped eagle flag that bore the phrase “There is no god but God, Muhammad is
the Messenger of God.” The Islamic armies were divided into several sections,
and sometimes there were several small flags in one army, in addition to the large
flag. Over time, the flag became a symbol to distinguish one group from another.
When the Umayyad state was established, it adopted the color white as its
emblem, followed by the Abbasid state, which adopted the color black as its
symbol. Thus, each state had a flag by which it was known and a color that
distinguished it from other flags and banners, and sometimes phrases and shapes
that had multiple symbolism and meanings.
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