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DISTRIBUTION AND QUALITATIVE CLASSIFICATION

OF MARMOR-PRODUCING ROCKS IN IRAQ
ABSTRACT

In this paper, a qualitative classification for the rocks that produce Marmor and their
distribution regime in Iraq is given for the first time. Five types of the Marmor are recognized in
Irag: Marble, Granite, Orthomarble, Gypsum Marmorean (Alabaster) and Travertine Marmorean.
The regularity in distribution of their sources in Irag can be related to the control of the tectonic
framework of the Arabian Shelf and the volcanic activity in the center of the tectonic activity of
the Tethys.

The rocks that produce Marmor in Irag are shown on a map of scale
1:10 000 000 to elucidate the following distinctive provinces: Mountainous, Mesopotamian and
Desert, depending on the relationship between tectonic framework, source rocks and their minerals
content and physiographical divisions. The first province includes three neighboring districts:
Thrust Mountains, High Mountains and Low Mountains. The second province includes two
neighboring districts: Jazira and Mesopotamian plain. The third province includes two neighboring
districts: Western Desert and Southern Desert. According to this regime of distribution, the
following districts have the source of certain types of Marmor:

- The Thrust Mountains District is the main source of Marble, Granite and may be Travertine

Marmorean.

- The High Mountains and Desert Districts are the source of the Orthomarble.
- The Low Mountains and Jezira Districts are the source of the Gypsum Marmorean (Alabaster).

The rocks that produce Marmor in each district are characterized by limited yield due to the
effects of local tectonic activity and the heterogeneous digenetic processes as well as the effects of

the local weathering factors.
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