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Teleology & Pure Sciences

Asst. Prof. Akram Mutlak Muhammed

Aamal Ali Awad Al-Doodan (researcher)

Abstract

Everything in natural sciences is bound by an inevitable law. All
phenomena that are explained by natural science are subject to the causality
law and has a causal explanation, otherwise, any other explanation can be
rejected and construed as counter-intuitive. Despite the dominance of causal
explanations in explaining aspects of the natural sciences, it is not the only
the existing interpretation; there is another conception of explanation that
takes a prominent position in science and biology and is firmly present, side
by side, with the causality-based explanations, as each carries the others
explanation. It is termed «teleological explanation» and appears in two
forms in modern biology. Furthermore, it is directed towards a purpose or
a goal that living beings seek to achieve, on the other hand, it is to perform
a certain function, as each organ in living beings is directed to perform a
certain function. Teleological explanation appears in multiple ways: in
genetic engineering, by controlling the placement and sequence of the genes
and splicing them to achieve a certain goal or satisfy an instinct; in surrogacy,
to give another woman the opportunity to become a mother, an aim that every
woman seeks; in treating diseases and maintaining embryo’s health; and in
in-vitro-fertilization or artificial insemination.

Keywords: Teleology, Biological explanation, Teleological relations,
Organisms, Biotechnology, Genetic engineering, Surrogacy, Genetically
engineered embryo, Vitro-fertilization, Embryology.
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