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Critical Shifts in Philosophical Thinking

Asst. Prof. Muntaha Abd Jassim (PhD.)

Abstract

There is no doubt that every original philosophy is a critical philosophy
essentially; they are two sides of the same coin, and mutually inclusive.
Philosophy and its history are based on the principle of criticism. The
purpose of viewing criticism as a philosophical concept is to show the shifts
it undergoes in the context of its formation in philosophical thought, i.e. as
an epistemological revolution that has rearranged the state of the mind, and
led it to significantly revise many of its major concepts and arguments.. On
these bases, we must first explore the meaning(s) of criticism and its tools
and/or mechanisms. What do we criticize? Does criticism have a purpose?
How has it been invested philosophically? First, the concept of criticism is
explained, described and analysed from a critical thinking perspective, and
the question of how it is manifested in the critic>s thought is addressed; second,
the historical roots of methodological criticism starting with Socrates and
ending up with Descartes and his contemporary Francis Bacon, and passing
through the rational criticism with Kant, then the Hegelian idealist dialectical
criticism and the economic materialistic dialectical criticism with Marx, and
finally the Nietzschean value of criticism are all fathomed up. In the course
of our present research, the analytical, comparative, and critical method to
diagnose the tools for transforming the images and details of critical thought
is employed.

Keywords: Criticism, the Rational Method, the Idealist, the Materialist
dialectic
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