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Jean-Jacques Russo and his Essential Divergences with
the Social Contract Philosophers

Asst. Prof. Khalid Al-Khata (PhD.)

Abstract

Modern political philosophy has considered learning about nature as an
essential condition prior to originating the formation of any society and State,
and as a point of departure to determine the essentials of the political power
thereof. The consensus between the social contracts theoreticians does not
result in agreement on the foundations of civil society and the nature and
objectives of its social contract, which shows that there are fundamental
differences concerning the essence of the principle of originality itself and
the philosophical construction process.

This paper seeks to highlight aspects of transformation and innovation
that led Jean-Jacques Russo to crystallize a unique philosophical position in
regard to the formation of society; he started his endeavor by retrieving the
originality question which served as an input to his analysis of the positions
of Thomas Hobbs and John Locke regarding the state and characteristics of
nature, and as a differentiating tool to distinguish the characteristics of the
natural human being from those of Man as a civilian.

Keywords: Political Modernism, Originality, The State of Nature, Social
Contract, Society
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