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Bahmanyar>s Questions: A Manuscript Written
by Bahmanyar ibn al-Marzban (d. 458 AH)

Inst. Salih Mahdi Salih (PhD)

Abstract

In the present study, the (scientific) biography of Bahmanyar Ibn Al-
Marziban is scrutinized with the aim of introducing this figure, his literature
and his moral wisdom. Then, the study highlights Bahmanyar>s manuscript
wherein a number of issues have been identified as being tackled by Avicenna
in his book titled <Al-Shafaay, (literally, <The Healing»); some of those issues
in that book are considered controversially problematic by the researcher;
they are concerned with the question of dividing philosophy into theory
and practice, making philosophy or practical wisdom contain the theoretical
philosophy. Bahmunyar asserts that the practical philosophy is a job with no
theory that is not considered, and this opinion has been unanimously agreed
upon by the ancient and contemporary. Yet, the opinion put forward by
Avicenna in Al-Shifa does not go in line with the philosophers) consensus and
its potential cannot be realized. Thus, Bahmanyar proceeded to ask Avicenna
looking for an answer.

Keywords: Theoretical Wisdom, Practical Wisdom, Honesties, Wisdom,
Bravery, Honesty
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