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Summary

The Ottoman Empire was founded on the basis of conquest and jihad, and for this
reason it devoted its money and all its capabilities to meet the needs of the army
and make it a capable army capable of jihad and conquests. For this reason, the
financial and administrative system of the Ottoman Empire became highly
centralized. It is worth noting that the state mobilized all its resources to serve
military affairs, leaving social services to depend mainly on endowments.
Although the government built a number of roads, bridges, forts, barracks, etc.,
all of them were directly linked to military purposes. The government never
established schools, mosques, hospitals, corners, inns, baths, springs, streets, etc.
from its budget. The government's duty was to provide life and financial security.
For the nation, establishing peace, preserving borders and establishing
sovereignty, and it comes to mind how thousands of mosques, bridges, inns,
schools, corners and palaces were built in Anatolia, Europe, the Balkan countries,
Irag, Palestine and even Yemen? We find the answer to this question in the
philosophy of endowments, and all the works that were mentioned and were built
in these countries before 1918, all of them are of Turkish origin and background
and were built by individuals and through endowments. In the past, the works that
individuals built met the needs of society, and the government budget did not
allocate funds to build schools, bridges, roads, libraries, etc. until after the period
of amendment. Endowments were known in ancient times since the beginning of
the Islamic call and continued until it reached the Ottoman Empire, which had a
major role in establishing endowments and relying on them greatly in managing
its empire that lasted for 6 centuries. The endowment institution had a major role
in providing services to society, paving roads, building bridges, schools, hospitals,
and many services that the state would not have been able to provide without the
existence of endowments. Endowments varied between cash endowments, land
endowments, fiefdoms, and others, even in the field of language, culture, and
folklore. It did not leave any area of life without entering it and providing services
to its people. Thanks to it, education and health services, paving roads, building
schools, and mosques continued to the present time despite these Endowments
were managed and financed by ordinary people before the Ottoman Empire
formed a ministry to manage them. In short, in the Ottoman Empire, the rhythm
and social balance of society were provided by society itself, and this practice was
achieved under the tradition of establishing endowments.

Keywords: Endowments, Economy, Ottoman Empire
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