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The waiting period of a woman whose husband has died between the Sharia
ruling and the social heritage, a study of the causes and results
Assistant Professor Duaa Sami Rashid
doaa.samil20la@cois.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Ministry of Education/Third Rusafa Education Directorate

Abstract:

The waiting period(iddah) is obligatory to ascertain the purity of uterine in
menstruation during separation Among the divergence views of jurists(al
_Fugaha ),The waiting period had been described as "Evidence of uterine
purity” .1t is called" iddah" because the woman counted the days .After the
ending of waiting period ends ,woman is allowed to remarry There is
consensus that the widow( awomen who her husband had passed away) must
observe iddah ,which is four months and ten days The Permissible and im
perissible things during the waiting period for woman are: Firstly , It is
obligatory for a widow to confine herself in the house where the separation or
death occurred .Secondly ,She is not allowed to leave the house except for
necessities and urgent needs Thirdly ,She may only leave during the day ,not at
night ,and must return immediately to sleep in order to avoid suspicion
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Fourthly ,she is also allow to relocate to another house if there is need for it
Jlike her family or neighbour relocate or she fears of herself if she stayed there
Woman's housing for waiting period ,whether by housband divorce or died ,is
obligatory Some people are ignorant of the rules of mourning and the waiting
period That is due to prevailing customs in some societies ,such as wearing
specific colored clothing ,refraining from bathing during the mourning period,
abstaining from certain activities like sweing and weaving ,and should continue
mourning for a year as was done in women during the pre _Islamic era

Keywords :The waiting period (iddah),widow ,Islamic injunction ,the social
heritage.
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