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:Research Title

Usal al-Figh in the Age of Innovation: Deriving Rulings in a Changing World

Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings be upon the Seal
.of the Prophets and Messengers

The contemporary world is witnessing rapid transformations across various fields—from
artificial intelligence and digital contracts to genetic medicine and environmental change.
These developments have had a profound impact on social, epistemological, and legal
realities, raising unprecedented questions for today’s jurist. Addressing such emerging
issues requires a sound and insightful application of the principles of Usiil al-Figh (Islamic
.legal theory), without compromising the integrity or stability of its foundational structure

This study explores the pivotal role of Usul al-Figh in interpreting and responding to
contemporary realities. It demonstrates how the methodological tools of this discipline
can be actively engaged to formulate legal rulings in alignment with the objectives of the
.Sharia and the demands of modern contexts

Research Question

How can Usul al-Figh effectively contribute to deriving Islamic legal rulings in light
of technological innovation, digital transformation, and contemporary complexities, while
?preserving its methodological identity and Shar‘i legitimacy

Objectives

To highlight the adaptive capacity of Usul al-Figh in addressing evolving .\
.circumstances without detachment from its foundational roots

To analyze the core methodological tools within Usul al-Figh that can respond to .Y
.modern-day challenges

To present applied models illustrating the effective use of Ustl al-Figh in handling . v
.emerging legal questions

¢. To propose actionable frameworks for applying this discipline institutionally and
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practically in contemporary settings.

Methodology

+ Analytical and inductive, through textual and conceptual exploration of tradi-
tional Usul literature.

« Case-based application, by studying selected contemporary legal issues and as-
sessing them through Usuli methods.

« Integrative approach, combining maqasid-oriented reasoning with contextual
and interdisciplinary awareness.

Main Research Sections

1. Section I: The age of innovation and the nature of transformative change in
legal reasoning.

2. Section II: The influence of modern technological developments on activating
Usili tools.

3. Section III: Strategies for applying Usal al-Figh tools in light of emerging re-
alities.

4. Section IV: Applied case studies demonstrating Usili engagement with con-
temporary issues, including:

« Artificial intelligence in religious verdicts (fatwas)

« DNA analysis for lineage verification

« Digital currencies and virtual transactions

+ Climate change and environmental rulings

+ Al-generated sermons and their legal-ethical implications

Conclusion

The research affirms that Usal al-Figh, by virtue of its methodological depth
and principled flexibility, remains fully capable of contributing meaningfully to the
derivation of rulings in our rapidly changing world. Engaging with contemporary

realities is not a departure from its essence, but a continuation of its core mission
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in guiding sound legal judgment. The activation of its tools in the age of innovation
requires a deep understanding of both maqasid (objectives of Sharia) and modern
contexts, along with collaborative efforts between Sharia scholars and experts from
relevant fields. Such a balanced and principled approach ensures that Islamic legal
rulings remain faithful to their divine foundation while effectively addressing the

needs of our time.
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