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Indefiniteness of Proper Nouns in Arabic: A Grammatical Study
Dr. Mohamed Abd Ali Mohamed Jassim
Department of Arabic Language, College of Education for Women, Al-Shatra
University
mhmd.abd@shu.edu.iq

Summary

The research addresses a grammatical issue that impacts sentence structure in the
Arabic language: the matter of the indefiniteness of proper nouns, one of the six
types of definite nouns in Arabic. This issue is examined from a grammatical
perspective. Although the proper noun is considered the most definite of all
nouns, as most grammarians state, it can become indefinite for several reasons.
Some of these reasons are related to its nature, as it can be multiple, generality,
and unspecified. The attribute of generality is specific to indefinite nouns. Other
reasons are related to the verbal and semantic impact on sentence structure, as in
the case of the noun after " no" negating the genus, which must be indefinite
because "no" negating the genus implies total negation, and its noun must be
indefinite either implicitly or explicitly. Similarly, a proper noun following a
particle that typically precedes indefinite nouns, such as "An" can become
indefinite. Additionally, a proper noun becomes indefinite when addressed
because the vocative particle implies definiteness, and the noun following it
becomes indefinite due to the inadmissibility of having two definite forms in
succession. It can also become indefinite semantically if it is added to words that
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are deeply amblguous such as "like but" and "same", or words that denote
generality, such as " all". Finally, it can become indefinite both verbally and
semantically with “tanween", as with indeclinable nouns and declinable nouns
after being made indeclinable.

Keywords: indefiniteness, proper noun, definite noun, vagueness.
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