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The United States of America and the crisis of global leadership
Muntasser Imran Naji Al- Rifie

Abstract:

Today, the United States of America is witnessing a world of uncertainty, and the
multiple crises and challenges it faces, especially in light of the heavy legacy left
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by the outgoing US President, Donald Trump. The term of office of Joe Biden
and perhaps his successor will be much more difficult than the term of office of
previous presidents.The writer Graham Allison, a veteran American political
expert and writer, tried to In his article published in “Foreign Policy” magazine,
in 2021, he reviewed the most important international challenges that are
considered the most complex and facing the American decision-maker,
represented by the economic challenge. Although the size of the economic power
that the United States of America possesses is not denied, any contraction or
vibration in the size of that Power may have many consequences for the global
economy and even more. The economy is the infrastructure of power in
international relations, and economic power finances military and intelligence
capabilities, which in general affects the movement of global trade and
investment. Accordingly, as the relative economic power of the United States
declines, the list of policy options available to policymakers, both at home and
abroad, shrinks. At the global level, Washington will face a significant decline in
its role in the global system, and will have to adapt to a world in which
Washington is no longer able to provide free military and security support to other
countries, or finance weapons systems and provide military support and training,
or pursue rising international powers, especially China, which It poses the most
vexing international challenge for the United States. Unlike the former Soviet
Union, which was economically isolated and technologically restricted; The
current competitive situation with Beijing, and the resources it possesses to grow
larger, faster and stronger than Washington; It may force the next president to
develop an integrated strategy to confront the rise of China, which will change the
shape of the global order. China has already become the largest economy in the
world. In such a way that it may have replaced the United States as the primary
engine of global growth. Also, among all major economies, China is the only one
that achieved the largest rate of economic growth at the end of 2020, compared to
what was the situation at the beginning of the year Here, the author points out that
when a rising power threatens to displace a ruling power, the result is often
disastrous. The United States also faces shifting intellectual supports in support
of the idea of global leadership, a decline in its technological and scientific
leadership, as well as the distortion of the American dream resulting from internal
division, which has had the greatest impact. Not only on the American
administration, but its effects are expected to be reflected in the entire world.In
conclusion, it can be said that the current global situation, with its grave
challenges, calls for the necessity of restricting major American ambitions in
order to ensure survival and continuity as a great power. Accordingly, Biden and
his successors may have to call on strategic imagination to arrange priorities and
take actions that are in the interest of protecting American interests.

Keywords: United States of America, Crisis, Leadership, Military Pillars,
Economic Pillars
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