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EVALUATION OF LIMESTONES FOR USE AS ROCK

BALLAST FROM DIFFERENT PARTS IN IRAQ
lyda D. Abdul Ahad

ABSTRACT

Rock Ballast is one of the essential requirements for railway constructions. Different
mechanical and physical properties of rocks should be known to evaluate their suitability for use as
rock ballast . In this study ,different sites were studied and re — evaluated to conclude the
suitability of rocks for use as rock ballast .It was found that huge quantities of rocks occur in
different parts of Iraq ,which could be used as rock ballast .The results revealed that limestones
suitable as rock ballast are available in the Iragi Western Desert . It is recommended to increase
the Loss Angelos value to 32% and to study the igneous rocks in Mawat vicinity in Iragqi Kurdistan
for use as rock ballast.
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