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Prophecy in Spinoza's Philosophy

Inst. Mervit Tahir Kukaz (PhD.)
Mustasiriyah Univ./ College of Arts/ Dept. of Philosophy

Abstract

Spinozays intellectual orientation is determined by the transformations
that Europe saw with the advent of the age of Renaissance; transformations
were in all aspects of life, particularly, the movement for intellectual and
religious reform which revolted against the church practices and dominated
all facets of the life of the European individual, the emergence of humanity-
oriented tendencies that have placed man at the center of their attention. What
helped Spinoza in his intellectual direction are the conditions of life in the
Netherlands that enjoyed some kind of freedom of thought.

The present research paper touches on talking about the Old Testament and
how many terms have been used therein to refer to one single meaning, the most
important of which are: the seer, the beholder, the man of God, the dreamer
of dreams keeper, the angel of Jehovah, the shepherd, the man of soul....,
concepts which formed the ultimate concept of the word of prophet. The
study addresses how prophecy, knowledge, and certainty can be accounted for
either philosophically or theologically, especially when it comes to Spinozars
thinking. In conclusion, we summarize our most important findings.

Keywords :prophecy, Spinoza, knowledge, certainty, theology
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