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The Dhimmis and their Scientific Impact in the Abbasid Era

(medicine as a model)

assist. Prof. Dr. Wasan Hussain Muhiemeed

center of revival heritage- university of Baghdad
Abstract:

The dhimmis scholars of the Jews, Christians, Sabians and
Magi excelled in various pure scientific and human sciences
because they are the owners of civilizational inheritances. The
Arab Islamic state did not have to seek help from them and
benefit from their experiences, and one of the most prominent
sciences that we discuss in our research is their impact and their
knowledge of medicine.

The Abbasid caliphs, their contemporaries, and notables paid
great attention to dhimmis physicians, which motivated them to
master the profession of medicine.

The people of dhimmis with their books that dealt with various
diseases and their treatments, so that some of them order to set up
special libraries for medical books in their homes and to copy
them for the benefit of all, as well as racing to inform each doctor
about the product of the other and to express his opinion and
comment on the medical information in it with explanations for
some of them, Most of these books wereAt the request of the
caliphs to their doctors, including what was relied on in teaching
in the bimaristans, which the dhimmis had a share in presiding

over, and their emphasis on the importance of examining medical
YooY
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students so that after their exam they would be granted a license
to practice the profession because of its honesty and its
connection to people’s lives, and only those who are excluded
from this test His medical skill is proven.
Key words: dhimma, medicine, Abbasid era
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Conclusion
The results that we reached in our topic about the dhimmis and their
scientific impact in the Abbasid era (medicine as a model) are summarized
in that the ingenuity of the dhimmis scholars from the Jews, Christians,
Sabians and Magi in various sciences, including the science of medicine,
pushed the Arab Islamic state with the characters of its caliphs and those in
authority to extend a helping hand and support them and encourage them to
compositions modeThey were their own doctors, and famous families
inherited the medical profession, especially from the Christians, so that
some of the dhimmis had a passion for setting up libraries in their homes
specializing in medical books and working on copying them, with their
classification of many books that dealt with various Diseases and their
treatments, and their eagerness to take an exam for those interested in the
medical profession in order to grant them a license to practice the profession
or not.
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Sources and references

\- Manuscripts

Al-Omari, 1bn Fadlallah (died Y¢3AH/YY¢AAD)

I.  The Paths of Al-Absar in the Kingdoms of Al-Amsar, the ninth
book, manuscript in the Iraqi Scientific Academy / Manuscripts
Division.

Il.  The Christian, Ibn Sahl Issa Ibn Yahya

[1l. The Hundred in the Medicine Industry, manuscript in the
National Manuscripts House, No. (Y£Y1¢),

Y- Primary Sources

Al-1bshihi, Shihab

Al-Din Muhammad bin Ahmed (d. Ae+ AH/Y£¢1 AD)

The Extremist in Every Proud Art, Explanation: Mufid
Muhammad Qameiha, Beirut - Y« + Y,
Ibn al-Atheer, Ali bin Abi Karam (d. 1Y+ AH/YYYY AD)

. Al-Kamel fi Al-Tarikh, investigation: Ali Sherry, Beirut - Y« « £,

Al-Arbli, Abd al-Rahman Sanbat Qunito (d. V'Y AH/YYYY AD)

Summary of Cast Gold, Summary of the Lives of the Kings,

Correction: Makki Al-Sayyid Jassim, Baghdad - no T.

Ibn Ishag, Hunayn (d. Y1+ and it was said Y1¢ AH/AVY and it

was said AYY AD)

I.  The Children, Investigation: Youssef Habi, Baghdad - YaVA.

[1. Al-Asbahani, Abu Naim Ahmed bin Abdullah (d. ¢¥+ AH /

VYA AD)

The ornament of the saints and the layers of the righteous, Al-

Saada Press - Y4Yo,

Al-Isfahani, Abu Al-Faraj Ali bin Al-Hussein (d. Yol AH / 371

AD)

Al-Aghani, Cairo - No. T.
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XIl.  Ibn Abi Asaba’a, Ahmed bin Al-Qasim (d. V1A AH /Y14 AD)
XIIl.  The eyes of news in the Tabaqat of Doctors, Beirut - Y42V,
XIV. Badran, Abdul Qadir (died YY¢1 AH/Y3YY AD)
XV. Manadam al-Atlal and Masamarat al-Khayal, supervised by:
Muhammad Zuhair, Damascus - Y31+,
XVI. Al-Bayhagqi, Ibrahim bin Muhammad (d. YY+ AH/ 3YY AD)
XVII. Pros and cons, corrected by: Muhammad Badr Al-Din, Al-
Saada Press - Y4+ 1,
XVIII. lbn Taghri Bardi, Jamal al-Din (d. AY¢ AH /£33 AD)
XIX. The shining stars in the kings of Egypt and Cairo, Cairo —
yany,
XX.  Al-Tanoukhi, Abu Ali Al-Muhsin bin Ali (d. YAt AH / 44¢
AD)
XXI.  Nashwar  Al-Mahazar and Akhbar  Al-Mukarramah,
Investigation: Abboud Al-Shalji, Beirut - Y4VY,
XXII.  Al-Tawhidi, Abu Hayyan (d. YA+ AH/ 43+ AD)
XXIII. Enjoyment and sociability, correction. Ahmed Amin and
Ahmed Al-Zein, Beirut - No. T.
XXIV. 1bn Jaljal, Suleiman bin Hassan (died after YA¢ AH/ 43¢ AD)
XXV. Tabagat of Doctors and Wise Men, investigation: Fouad Sayed,
Cairo - Ydeo0,
XXVI. Ibn al-Jawzi, Abi al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman bin Ali (d. Y AH /
'Y+« AD)
XXVII. Al-Muntazam in the History of Kings and Nations, Hyderabad
Deccan - Y¥e4 AH.
XXVIII. Al-Hamawi, Shihab Al-Din Abi Abdullah Yaqut bin Abdullah
(d. "YTAH/YYA AD)
XXIX. Dictionary of Writers, Beirut - Y4Y1,
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XXX.  The Khalidis, Muhammad (died YA+AH/49+AD) and Saeed
(died Y4+ AH/449AD) Ibn Hashim
XXXI. Antiques and Gifts, Investigation: Sami Al-Dahan, Dar Al-
Maaref, Egypt - Y310,
XXXII.  Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Ahmed bin Ali (d. £¢1Y¥
AH/Y Y+ AD)
XXXIII. The History of Baghdad or the City of Peace, Correction:
Muhammad Hamid Al-Fiqi, Beirut - No. T.
XXXIV. Ibn Khalkan, Shams al-Din Ahmed bin Muhammad (d. 1A AH
[ YYAY AD)
XXXV. Deaths of Notables and the News of the Sons of Time,
presented by: Muhammad Abdul Rahman Al-Mara’ashli,
Beirut — Y44V,
XXXVI. Al-Dhahabi, Shams Al-Din Muhammad bin Ahmed (died V£A
AH/Y¢Y AD)
XXXVII. Countries of Islam, Hyderabad Deccan - Y¥1¢ A H.
XXXVIII. Al-Rafa, Al-Sari bin Ahmad (d. Y11AH/4Y1AD)
XXXIX. Diwan Al-Sirri Al-Rafa, investigation: Habib Hussein Al-
Husseini, Baghdad - Y2AY,
XL.  Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din (d. Y)Y AH/Ye+.2 AD)
XLI. Hasan Al-Mahazar in the News of Egypt and Cairo, Al-
Mawsoo’at Press, Egypt-no T.
XLII.  Al-Shabishti, Ali bin Muhammad (d. YAA AH / 49A AD)
XLIII. Al-Diyar, investigation: Corgis Awad, Al-Maaref Press,
Baghdad - Y311,
XLIV. Al-Souli, Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Yahya (d. Y¥e AH / 4¢1
AD)
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XLV.  Telling the one who is satisfied with God and the one who fears
God from the book of papers, published by: c. Hayworth. D N,
Dar Al Massira, Beirut - YaVvA4,

XLVI. Ibn Abd Rabbo, Ahmed bin Muhammad (d. YYV AH / YA AD)

XLVII. The Unique Contract, investigation: Muhammad Abdul Qadir
Shaheen, Beirut- Y+ Y,

XLVIIL. Ibn al-Abri, Abu al-Faraj Jamal al-Din (d. 1A AH/YYAT AD)

XLIX. A Brief History of Countries, Beirut — YA%+,

L. Tarikh al-Zaman, translated by: Isaac Widow, presented by:
Jean-Maurice Fiey, Beirut - Y3A1 (the book was published in
Al-Mashreq magazine for the years Y4¢3-1401),

LI. abn aleimad alhanbali, 'abu alfalaah eabd alhayi(t):A%h/
V1YAm) -

LIl. shadharat aldhahab fi 'akhbar min dhahab , bayrut- la.ti.

LI, ghars alniemat , 'abu alhasan muhamad bn hilal(t¢A«hi/
Y« AYmi)

LIV. alhafawat alnaadirat , tahqiq : salih al'ashtir , matbueat majmae
allughat alearabiat bidimashqg - Y41V,

LV. Ibn al-Imad al-Hanbali, Abu al-Falah Abd al-Hay (d. Y +A% AH
/ Y1YA AD)

LVI. Gold nuggets in Akhbar Min Dahab, Beirut - No. T.

LVII. Planting Grace, Abu al-Hasan Muhammad bin Hilal (d. ¢A-
AH/Y +AY AD)

LVIII. Rare Mistakes, Investigation: Saleh Al-Ashtar, Publications of
the Arabic Language Academy in Damascus - Y41V,

LIX. Ibn al-Fagih al-Hamadhani, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Muhammad
(d. Y AH/4 AD)

LX. Summary of the Book of Countries, Leiden - Y- Y,

LXI. Al-Qafti, Jamal al-Din Ali bin Yusuf (d. 1¢7 AH/YY¢A AD)
Y.
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LXV.

LXVI.

LXVII.

LXVIII.

LXIX.

LXX.

LXXI.

LXXII.

LXXIII.

LXXIV.

LXXV.

LXXVI.

LXXVII.
LXXVIII.
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Inform the narrators on the authority of the grammarians,
achieved by: Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl Ibrahim, Cairo - Y4e+,
Informing the Scholars of the News of the Wise Men, Beirut -
No. T.

Ibn Katheer, Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida (d. YY¢ AH/YVY AD)
The Beginning and the End, no.T.

Al-Masoudi, Abu Al-Hasan Ali bin Al-Hussein (d. Y¢1 AH /
1oV AD)

Promoter of Gold and Minerals of the Essence, Investigation:
Mohamed Mohi El-Din Abdel Hamid, Cairo - Y41¢,
Miskawayh, Abu Ali Ahmed bin Muhammad (d. €YY AH /
V.Y AD)

Nations Experiences, Egypt - Y3)°,

Al-Mughrabi, Al-Samwal bin Yahya (d. Y+ AH/ YYYe AD)
Making Efforts to Concern the Jews, Investigation: Nafeh
Abdul-Jabbar Alwan, Baghdad - Y414,

Al-Manawi, Zain Al-Din Muhammad Al-Raouf (d. Y+¥) AH/
V1YY AD)

Al-Kawakib Al-Dariah in the translations of the Sufi masters,
the great classes, investigation: Muhammad Adib Al-Jader,
Beirut - Y4414,

Ibn al-Nadim, Abu al-Faraj Muhammad ibn Abi Yagoub (d.
YAe AH /342 AD)

Al-Fihrist, investigation: Reza Tajadded, Tehran - Y3V,

Ibn al-Wardi, Zain al-Din Omar (d. V¢34 AH/Y¢A AD)
History of Ibn al-Wardi, Najaf - Y314,

Al-Yafi’i, Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Asaad (d. YA AH /
\Y11 AD)
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LXXIX. The Mirror of Heaven and the Lesson of Vigilance in Knowing
What Is Considered to Be From the Incidents of Time,
Hyderabad Deccan - YYYA AH.

LXXX.  Al-Yaqoubi, Ahmed bin Abi Yaqoub (d. Y4Y AH/3+¢ AD)

LXXXI. Tarikh Al-Yagoubi, Beirut- Y41,

References

Our father, Albert

I.  History of the Eastern Syriac Church from the advent of Islam
until the end of the Abbasid era, Beirut - Y34Y,

1. Arberry, J.A.,

I1l.  The Heritage of Persia, translated by: Muhammad Kafafi and
others, revised by: Yahya al-Khashab, House of Revival of
Arabic Books - Y104,

IV. Amin, Ahmed

V. Duha Islam, Al-Etimad Press - Y4YY,

VI. The emergence of Islam, Cairo - Y41,

Babu Isaac, Raphael

l. The history of the Christians of lIraq since the spread of
Christianity in the Arab countries to our days, Baghdad - Y% €A,

I. Conditions of the Christians of Baghdad during the Abbasid
Caliphate, Baghdad - Y371+,

1. Al-Baghdadi, Ismail

IV.  The gift of knowledgeable people, Istanbul - Y4o°,

V. Haji Khalifa, Mustafa bin Abdullah

VI.  Uncovering suspicions about the names of books and arts, no.
T.

VII. Al-Habashi, Abdullah

VIIl. The Book on Islamic Civilization, Kuwait - Y2AY,

IX. Hassan, Hassan Ibrahim
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X.  The history of political, religious, cultural and social Islam in
the second Abbasid era in the east, Egypt, Morocco and
Andalusia YYY - £¢£V AH (A¢Y - VY+.00 AD), Cairo - Y4710,

XI.  Hassan, Nabila

XIl.  History of the Abbasid state, University Knowledge House,
Alexandria - Y3AA,

XII.  Al-Khion, Rachid

XIV. Religions and Doctrines in Iraq, Al-Jamal Publications - Y« + Y,

XV. Aldomili

XVI. A- Science among the Arabs and its impact on the development
of global science, translated by: Abdel Halim Al-Najjar and
Muhammad Youssef Musa, Dar Al-Qalam, Cairo-)41Y,

XVII. Al-Rifai, Ahmed Farid

XVIII. The Age of Al-Mamoun, Cairo - Y3YV,

XIX.  Al-Zubaidi, Muhammad Hussain
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