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DETERMINATION OF THE EXPOSED IRONSTONES
USING REMOTE SENSING TECHNIQUES
IN GA'ARA DEPRESSION, WEST IRAQ

Sabah .Y.Yacoub, Mauahib F. Abdul Jabbar and Ahmed T. Shihab

ABSTRACT

In the present study, the Landsat ETM+ data have been used to determine the exposed
ironstones in the Ga'ara Depression, West Iraq. The Band Ratio technique has been applied
on the geometrically corrected Landsat image of the study area. This method is used to
determine the different exposed rocks, particularly the ironstones, which appeared and
recognized more clearly.

To obtain better resolution and enhanced images, other methods like Histogram Equalize
Enhancement and Edge Enhancement have been applied, too. Then Unsupervised
Classification has been conducted, the resulted classes are reduced using Supervised
Classification, in order to concentrate on the interesting exposed rocks depending on their
spectral signature, for each class. The result was successful in differentiating the ironstones
within the exposed Ga'ara Formation.
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The available geological maps, of mineral investigations for ironstones in the Ga'ara
Depression are used in the present study instead of field checking. These maps are digitized
and prepared as a theme using GIS, then matched with the themes of the enhanced and
classified images of the study area. The results revealed that the image processing and
enhancement coincide with the mineral investigation geological maps, particularly the
exposure of ironstone. In the same way, the other exposed rocks, such as claystone and
siltstone of Ga'ara Formation are detected, as well as the overlying carbonate rocks.

Aaaial)

dac cllia 5 Ailiadl) il (e Apideall CLAISEN st ga  SUN Genatll QLS aa dagall Glaplaill aa) )
(g2 s Ol paadl 35k

(Band Ratio) &uiudall ) -

(Principal Component Analysis) (PCA) dxsbut) LS jall dalas (53l -

(Spectral Angle Mapper) (SAM) 4kl Ll 5 31 Gl e cpabaall Jay 545 -

e liall el e Aabivual dliadl) ULl 5 el 0 e Ll b giale ae L3ela€l 1Y) 48 Hlall Chandiid 3
doaiaal) 5 AnSaiall Lphall Lgilia e Tolaie) (gl Gl g apaal) ¢l 35 a3 8 LawY 5 (Landsat ETM+
2002 «Johl 8 Adivadl 5 2 15(X15) dosi = gam s A8 g Apiadall o 5l A gall ) pla¥) o

aaall e s e Lglall ) dall CadS Al Hall eda Jial 5 aSll (asdie dddaie Al N8
el S Lehad lSaYL Al RdSidl oSl Gads A A jally dadall 4y )il Gl 3585 XS
ooke ] cladleal) alasiinly

‘L.ub.ﬂ\uh.'uéy
250 Gpaa adl gl B jasll (midia e paaill g A jall Ay 2l o) aall Akl paca Al jall Ashic K8
33° 28" 12" 5 33° 37" 48" Uaie shdy 40° 40" 117 539° 57" 35" Jsh b on oY) dbdlsa

(1 dS..L’J\)
38°00' 00" 40°00' 00" 42°00' 00" 44°00' 00" 46°00' 00" 48°00' 00" E
L 38°00' 00" N
. - 36° 00" 00"
. - 34°00' 00"
. L 32°00' 00"
. L 30°00' 00"
/
\_______ %
£ Study area 0 50100 200
4 — e Km

A ) Ailaial dumd g dday A 1] JSE

44



52-43 dsdall 2008 slad) <1 [2d) f [slaad) L) ) Gpeill g ia gl gunt) lao

‘L.ubﬁ\ XYY
Gubly AU Gonatl) L 2225l 3 aSl) (jddie A A0ESKH) Apiamal) Cla ) st e Al jall (e Cargl)
5 siall o) gl Jaih Al g ALl il Ll @@m}w@w| bl e dadall Call 4
Jand) gl
(2 dsall) nosse dadis

25alb Landsat ETM + ¢ 5 (s dibcadl clilad) dadlae &5 Cus ol jal) Allate @il jal g puaal) jpudil) =
3.2.1 Lkl aall medy Gl 4Bl Glieadll ¢ ja)5 (Panchromatic + a0a 7) 8 — 1 4kl
el 38N )5 W leda) s (R.GLB) 7.4.2 4l o el e o3 Laphall o) 1YL Askiall el (R.G.B)
Akt (A 1) ge seal) s B JY1 01 Sl lany

D) el ) clida e ) Alallas a cJaall o QU Cuilall CilSy ¢ Agad ) Clallaall =
B yall 458l Ay paall i gl An sl 5 gl Clpiaall ) ke o5 A03SE1 Ainnd) s 1)
A s dday A 7 L) 5 Ailiadl)

Ahalall (o o) gl

)}MM\@MJ«U&\)A\MJA\;\M\ e}ﬂ\uww@)ﬂ\cﬂ\‘_;ﬁm‘)ﬂ\mtu
‘é.a_):\gl\ waﬂ\w)&sj\JFMM\$MSM|JM\eﬁ\}@;ﬁﬁuhg}&amsﬂambmw
s oaiaiall b gy il ga e laai¥I AL ) ddau gie < janie CalS) s JSE 5 (3 JSaV) (Permian)
Al byl ) suall e dflaie ‘—'GAL' e OsSEs ((mesa) Aaie I JKE e &8 (S sy
}\M}S@Jdﬂué&b\mﬁ\u}&}c O sl Lgadany Lae danll S (e Rt s e 4y lall dgghall
On A ginll dgall (& e 8 oaSl 5SS L (1994 <05 )5 Gman) sl sl e ciluse sl il o
o By a) Agall 3 Wl dibe sl pall s A€l saiall (g ¢Sl a5 ae (g (oamsbe (3255 Al 5l i
Dsia Glih e oSl gmaldall e e dada )l 0S5 RSN (RS e eI I CadKia Al )l dikie
e guals JShy jedaiy Bala Gl jaade (0S8 Al AdS Aglaglhy LS ) saa cliid Lellaw Al 4l
@A) el (psSS Aua )l (p oS Jaiy Adladll geall A e W ued (Sa G aSll aidie Gl
Wil s nlS | saa ilad (e osSiall @l Lkall 0 s<8 e ) adys Jihall ae S Hsaia e Wle S5
daugiey Bila dajdie Oljaaie cpn Sl o 06 WS oY) ikl e ) plagry cu Sl SIS
haasy)

pals Aflaill jgall 8 daaly sa0 G b aSl) (midie jad e iine b a el eanll o 5 i
Gl 3 X aelill g Al panlly Jall (w e Go Aglall glagh o de Gl 55 1o Sl il o8
i N Joa sl a5 <l janiall alail sale aa s el 5 Ja sl g s ydaall i) (a4 sSiall iy jall = 51l
e ‘;i:u_'i (ca]crete) Sl 3 558l Curens sala chlada Sllia 5 dgarial) 44 il 3 Gl jasial) Ciluw y3 ) 48l
.(Tamar-Agha, 1986) <l (e a3l sl (o gDl I W jee 352y . ditdaiall & J0

duad ) ciladlaall

Aladl) i) sl 5 ) o3 3 Landsat ETM+ eliall aill s ) cilidl) crassind
L;_)\)Sﬂ\ C)Jnﬂ Calll Ja cled Auad y Aatlaay polynomial g,k (:\Jiluh ‘;“)gj\ Jaaoudll Y‘;Ué.'q LA\ Lidia
suadl e 5X5 88U 53 e aladialy Al (g laally ddaall Clilal )Y Gl el Guli
7 o LS ddhaiall gaal)l clibull jlehay (4 JSAl) (R.G.B) 3.2.1 poadl e &8 WS (ngh Pass 5X5)
DAShN (any aaady ()Y Glelag 4l )l (RUG.B) crstill alasiad JOA o (5 JSAl) 7.4 2 a5all
)M‘ dlSay A5l 8 ) ga gl

ait Adae iaty chaialal) asl) b Anitadd) il 1 panl gl slaie V) 3 3l dualal) ) Ll
e Cpann (3nal) (i) AoulSadl A JB) e Filimil) § ) gl (0310 3y (w Onal) AaulSadl i e
o Cana Ao liall LY) Adind s ety & W) e Ll el (e Cansial) oaeadl) Caulall s gl (J 5Ll
et Baas Ll s Y Ll dcliall LYl o3a Cliate £ 5 a5 Adlide dua e I skl dises
.(Fundimentals of Remote Sensing, Internet data, 2007) <l il S ) jyas

45



Al gy Ciu g rlua (AL G tl] CLET pJafily didiSial) L)) ) glal) wiad duf )0

Ao ) clilhe ETM+ dsiliad &ty :

A 4

ol g A3l g) ilallaea

v L 4 (-.SH
Sl o A glgn ki) A y
dadla 48| & gaghy Zalie B Uil dadlaa
. J ERDAS
l 1
O Aala ) Gl
Agiliadll sl
¥
Agidal) AgulSady) ciliiada Julad
Agiladl) el j8N e Adasiieuall
l v
Apladll clla) fuwad L;AE_J-“
¥ v v I v +_I_&
ajadl amd Aallas (538 (pad Okl Ja QIS Gl da gall s 42 gal)
v v v L |
Lubal) ol 2948 G (6. gheiall Jar)
sl @) SH 7z aall
L 1 [

-

dda A slac)

¢

il Slaliae

v

) yal) 3] il Jajall eaia s ol Taladia 2 S

46



52-43 dxdall 2008 2l <1 [ss2d) o [alaal) L) o) ypinll g Lin gl gund] Ao

40° 00' 00" 40° 05' 00" 40°10' 00" 40°15' 00" 40°20' 00" 40°25'00" E
|

433040 00" N

33°35' 00"

33°30' 00"

33°25' 00"

0 4 8 16 Km
Legend
=75 Depression fill deposits I swab Member (Ratga Fn.)
Valley fill deposits | Dwaima and Hirri Members (Akashat Fn.)
[ Alluvial fan deposits B Naaja and Safra Beds
[ ] Residual soil [ ] Marbat Beds
-5 Slope deposits I Hartha Fn.
[ ] Polygenetic deposits I Rutbah and Ms"ad Fns.
Calcrete [ Mulussa Fn.

I Damlouk Member (Ratga Fn.) [ ] Gaara Fn.

(1994 «05al5 Gun) Al jall dilaial dua ol o Ay 323 UK

47



Sy sty i g s A iid Tl Ll tiely AbiSial) Dysiind) s pieall wiind L

40° 05' 00" 40° 1I0' 00" 40°15' 00" 40°20'00" E

L 33°35'00" N

L 33°30' 00"

———Km
352 51 R.G.B 4kl o albdilzis ) ua 4 S5
40° 0'5' 00" 40° IIO' 00" 40° 1[5' 00" 40° 2[0' 00"E
e _ -
g L 33°35'00" N
4 L 33°30' 00"
015 3

7 54 52 R.G.B il o jallh dilad 3 ) sen 15 K&

48



52-43 dadall 2008 2l <1 [ss2d) o [alaal) L) o) ypinll g Lin gl gund] Ao

ik los gATWY Al Aejal e dwddll sl awd & Luall iled) aaly
PNIGITEN gyl eda z—a 5 (6) Jal g caleall s3] _)ﬁ\ YTV 61:::3 (grey sca]e) Baa
M\Sa_\\]\) @}A\ d}iﬂ\ O A8Dal) Oy Lgﬂ\ Ll ‘_Ar— MLJ;J\ ud\.:mﬂ Msﬁaj\ Mﬂ L;al_\.d\ ‘;\A_\AS\ Jn.\s.uu
Al oleddl AnSa e adﬁw\j Landsat ETM+ G{:L\ml\ gatll Al Akl (:J;ﬂ
saa) 5 Allaay Lpshall asll) 038 wanys (ERDAS IMAGINE V.9, USGS) S 0¥ (o2 sl siad) sl SN
Gl il Y e o 1 e e Red 5/ 7. Green 5/ 4. Blue 3/ 1 &k o s &6 (0 45580 32008 5 ) gom z LY
el s JSd Akl ) sauall s paaal)

LAl 4 LSl gLl da e oY) CLsY THS (Intensity.Hue.Saturation) o gl Jysad o
(7 JSED) 4 seall las S A sl ST e sl il slhe Y R.GLB cstil plas ) 4els ) &5 ciasl )
Glhlee o alaie Yl dima Glasg o Lebaa s A3l 4 5all 435Sl (Pixels) sl clas gl 58 Ja¥s
i 8 elaal 4 ¢ axe (Jlacal Ladh Calial diu daai g 4a sall e Chpiaill Gk &5 Gl 5 ) ey s dilias)
O Al 4y seall Clas ) Gaca Glal) jeas g 48l saly g Cilial Ll 23 a8 Cayuall dlae oL
Dsaally Laaall sl Jia lical dag )l paady 4 gal) Canatll Al Gukt 2 datilal) il uki ddee
A5l Leidlalaa 5 5 el Gilia¥) lam s (1) dsanlls (8) JSalls ol (lay ol paniall o iy Aigdall
i JS dalia s

Ferrous Minerals
045 ——— — 2 e
0.40 - B xaih. |
vl ||
- \
0.35 _— - -
|/
[
0.30 /
o .f
Q Il'
b=
S 05
o 02
(]
5 1283t 4 | 5 7
(7 [
0.20 /
|
015 |II
o |
Il \ !
001 | et
|
0.05 o/
I
i ‘ ‘ Erdas Imagine V.9.0 Speciral Library.
1.00 : i | B - o — = i | == . L =
0.000 500 1.000 500 2.000 500 3.000 500 4.000
Wave length (micrometers)

uaall paleall el daad) 16 JSG

49



Sy sty i g s A iid Tl Ll tiely AbiSial) Dysiind) s pieall wiind L

40° QS' oo" 40° 1 p‘ 00" 40° 1 §' oo" 40° 29‘ 00" E
p | 33°35' 00" N
i | 33°30' 00"
0 15 3Km
R5/7. G5/ 4. B3/ 1 dasudall ol &y jlai Gulai Aais Jidi 5 ) g 17 K4
40° 05' 00" 40° 10' 00" 40° 15' 00" 40°20' 00" E
- L 33°35' 00" N
2 L 33°30' 00"

B Ferrous mineral deposits
Bl Claystone

Slope deposits

Valley fill deposits

Al ) Ailaiel Adlae 5 ) sum 8 S

50



52-43 dadall 2008 2l <1 [ss2d) o [alaal) L) o) ypinll g Lin gl gund] Ao

3 praall Ao,V Calial) Aalie s 4 sl Ol 1] Jsaa

. e . dalua Ghaa gll dae 1 oll) elalaall -
Citall Ciua g “f"“‘".“““’x,‘ Citeal) i, geall ol iiall gl f‘,ﬁJ‘
widgdal | g | exevs) LR '
s i
D siaall 3.840% 155736 24681 1 0 0 BN 1
4uaall
Okal 17.415% 25.18155 111918 0 0 1| see Gl | 2
N 54.508% 78.814125 | 350285 1 1 0 ial 3
<l yaidll V87 ' =
Al Gl 3 0 P
e 24.234% 35.0406 155736 | 0.25 | 0.88 | 0.82 | =l ) 4
el Judas

Aasd Gl dle gl yaly (Band  Ratio) dnadall el A gadat )
paaly (8) JSl) 8 rase WS 5 cilival day )l ciliad 4y ) o Aday 2 cniil (Supervised Classification)
sl jall e slaie ) o3 28 L e 3 3 CiliaadU Aiall 4 dall Ll Sai¥) il 5 sl 8xil) 40l i g
Clasusas 25 000 01 e 42 o5k kil 3 cled Jillg amall (goadl) Jeed sailall 460 Jlee Y
a5l o3 il pa T L & jelal Cum (1987 « el yaly Jiansa) 100 000 (1 Jail A il A o) g

o AaaSial Ryl aall cluse Ay gadd ) (1987) el s Jisme (o dusiiall 1l jall o 53
aldai aladiuly dpad ) Lila ) Lehisas gl dpladll clilyd) hive (385 hiuwe laelac) 4 )l diki
s G asall Caill lee (e dadll) 4 ) guall Ay 3l diliadll UL ) ASdaS Lgiila) 5 GIS
JsY) Canall (g (9 JSal) a5l sl saaaaly 48Kl dnaadl ) duall Cluse a8l e o Gl 5 Sla
Al Cuall 4y 5k (Balal #I daa 2 Lee Lnaall Galaall Gl 3 Sy (oAl) 5 ddiadl) 3 sall & o))l
ABL Lpaea) il el Gan Ja ) i lliall e Gl apent (Say 13gn s

i) &3 LS (1 Jsandl) dusl pal) didaiad 40K Aalisall Zuwailly 4 siall Afousi s Ciiall 138 Aalise a3 335
s gl s 5 Spaal) sl (A3 5l 61 a5 (1994 5 0AT 5 (men) 250 000 11 (sl G 5l saal il jally
Login Lo le 5 s Gl i (IS5 daa gl guall

40° 05' 00" 40°10' 00" 40° 15' 00" 40°20' 00" E

L 33°35'00" N

L 33°30' 00"

Lenses of iron,as deduced from (1987.—£! 1< 5 Jbus)

m&\aux@cLMMBJMQJSJ

51



Al gy Ciu g rlua (AL G tl] CLET pJafily didiSial) L)) ) glal) wiad duf )0

claliiiuy)

Agiplal) ol A aladiuly aaall ) ol LIS 3aS AplSa) e e

il il Eala s ALl il ) il ae e GG Al ) o3a 8 Ll jal a3 il didall Clalledl) Ciidl o
B2l (addia Gl ) duall (e

Wi 3l A 51585 pa sl Bum o) gl s gl e i Gl A pall e 5 A sl Gl il gl
Aon sl Tl 2 A8 gall 5 oa o) gead) el A6L) Jlee V) DA (1

o2 aai A glaa s Lead ) siiall o2gl Al CEESH 3 g g oy (s AT (3halie o dadlaal) oda GBukai (S o
Ayl ey alassil)

(Pixels) LAY s ilua (o @lld 5 228 5,555 4 0 dabioay Lpaaal) ) siall LS 038 dalie 33a5 o5 o
Saad ol A dalie Uy peme J5Y) caall 3

B Al 6 laagaad i o Sl dsaasll ) sdall Lot g AT (slalia 2ilaa) )l il ol o
saall s3g] JBLaaY) ) lal (Saddl a5 (1987 el iy Jizna) saainall

Cila gil)

2 3 ] aladiuly A ) apia Laliy agena Jis Jee @llin 58y o cang Gl 5 Juabl giliall 585 S
LS 5 Sl Jaally L jlie 5 Apiplall lasadl e J sanll Jiall 3 dddall pulSaiV) (el Slea XS GPS.
Ll JANL e il Cum Al ) o3a (8 ) jdste 5 ol 12 5 ¢ Ableall bl il Al 6 Luddle adina
Gl Al e S el il 5 il aadl)

JJLAA.AS\
5 NI=37-10 dab s Sl s Gin sl dn o 00 50581994 Ola) aal) 2o 5 clali (a5 5 (lSluns 63 sana a S (s
2260 pd )y a8 ecpaatll s o sl gl msall daladl 48 5801 1250 000 11 osbies NI-37-11
sall Aalad) A 58 5 Sl (i 8 Aaaal) Al caodl s e o) 1987 sy ¢ ba (Lel pais daal abus (Jiine
1552 a8 Al 58 ccpanill 5 o ol o)
Tamar-Agha M.Y., 1986. The Detailed geological mapping of southern rim of Ga'ara Depression. GEOSURYV,
int. rep. no. 1779.
ERDAS IMAGINE, V.9.0, USGS (United State Geological Survey). Project of Landsat ETM+, Spectral
Library.
Fundamentals of Remote Sensing, Canada Centre for Remote Sensing Tutorial, Natural Resources, Canada.
Internet Data, 2007.

52



