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Abstract This research aims to shed light on the criminal protection of bodily integrity
in the context of medical experiments, through a comparative study between Iragi and
Egyptian law. This study comes in light of the growing global interest in regulating
clinical medical research and the associated risks that may affect human rights and safety.
The research addresses the conceptual framework of medical experiments, identifies their
types, and highlights the international ethical standards that govern them. It then analyzes
the position of Iraqi law, which lacks specific legislation in this area, relying solely on the

general rules of the Penal Code, which are characterized by inadequacy and lack of
specialization. In contrast, the research reviews Egyptian Law No. 214 of 2020, which
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represents a qualitative shift in the regulation of medical research, in terms of controlling
procedures, defining responsibilities, and imposing strict penalties on violators. The study
concluded that Iragi legislation is in dire need of a comprehensive legal framework
regulating medical experimentation on humans, taking into account ethical and criminal
dimensions, and establishing clear mechanisms for accountability and oversight. It also
recommended the establishment of an independent national body to oversee medical
research and the implementation of the principle of informed consent as a fundamental
condition for the legitimacy of any experiment. The study relied on comparative legal
analysis, drawing on legislative texts, relevant international conventions, and the views of
legal jurisprudence, to arrive at conclusions and recommendations that would support the
efforts of the Iraqgi legislator in developing a legal framework to protect bodily integrity
in the field of medical research.
Keywords:
Criminal protection — bodily integrity — medical experiments — Iraqi law — criminal
liability
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26. World Medical Association (WMA). (2013). Declaration of Helsinki — Ethical Principles
for Medical Research Involving Human Subjects. Adopted by the 18th WMA General

Assembly, Helsinki, Finland, June 1964, and amended most recently by the 64th WMA
General Assembly, Fortaleza, Brazil, October 2013.
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