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The degree of inclusion of historical thinking skills in middle school history
textbooks from the teachers' perspective
Researcher: Hawra Saad Kamar Al-Tamimi
Email: mohamealisaleh277@gmail.com
Abscart:

This study aimed to evaluate the extent of historical thinking skills inclusion in
junior secondary school history textbooks from the perspective of teachers in
Baghdad during the 2024-2025 academic year, using a descriptive-analytical
approach. A Likert-scale questionnaire was developed based on five core skills:
chronological thinking, understanding historical evidence, analysis and
interpretation, historical understanding, and historical decision-making. The
instrument, validated by experts (CVI = 0.87) and reliable (Cronbach’s Alpha =
0.89), was administered to a sample of 162 teachers. Results revealed a
significant gap between the actual mean score (74.2) and the ideal mean (90),
with a statistically significant t-value of -16.24, indicating inadequate integration
of these skills. No significant differences were found between male and female
teachers, reflecting a shared perception of curriculum shortcomings. The
findings highlight an urgent need for curricular reform to shift from rote
memorization to critical, inquiry-based learning.

Keywords: Historical thinking, history textbooks, thinking skills, curriculum
evaluation, teachers.
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