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The strategic influences of Iraqgi tribes on local geopolitical formation: an
analytical forum on the interactions of the General Union
D.Salam Majhool Shahad
Abstract
This research aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the complex strategic
influences exerted by Iraqi tribes on the local geopolitical landscape by exploring
the historical and contemporary dialectic between the tribe and the state in Irag. As
a well-established social and political entity, the tribe is an influential actor whose
power has grown significantly in the context of the weakness of the Iraqi state and
the fragility of its institutions, especially in the post-2003 period. The study focuses
on deconstructing three main mechanisms that enable tribes to exert their
geopolitical influence: First, electoral mobilisation, which drives quotas and
redirects public resources; second, security containment, which fills the vacuum
left by the state and creates a duality in effective security control on the ground,;
and third, the redrawing of the cultural-political boundaries of regions, which is
based on tribal loyalties and complicates state-building and national reconciliation
efforts. The research discusses the historical development of the relationship
between the tribe and the state, from the Ottoman era through the establishment of
the modern Iraqi state to the post-2003 period, and provides an analysis of a case
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study for the period from 2014 to 2023 to illustrate these dynamic interactions. The
main findings indicate that tribes are a pivotal geopolitical actor that contributes to
the fragmentation of official control and the fuelling of local conflicts. Based on
these findings, the study recommends strengthening state institutions, achieving
comprehensive development, promoting a unifying national identity, and engaging
clans in a constructive national dialogue within a framework that guarantees state
sovereignty and accommodates the positive roles that clans can play.
Keywords: Iraqi tribes, Iraqi state, local geopolitics, tribal loyalty, state-building.
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