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:Abstract This study addresses the issue of criminal responsibility for states targeting
the recruitment of children in armed conflicts, a matter of great importance in
international criminal law. The research focused on analyzing the extent of states'
involvement in these practices, which constitute a violation of children's rights and
international laws prohibiting the use of children in armed conflicts.
The research also examines the legal concepts related to child recruitment, its various
methods, and the roles children are forced to assume, whether in combat or in other non-
combat roles. The research also presents the international legal frameworks regulating
this issue, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol,
the Geneva Conventions, and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

ALNAHRAIN JOURNAL OF LEGAL SCIENCI Vol.27 (NO. 3/P1) 2025
https://journal.nahrainlaw.org law@nahrainuniv.edu.ig
438



https://journal.nahrainlaw.org/
mailto:law@nahrainuniv.edu.iq
mailto:saaduldeensaleh@mtu.edu.iq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

33 gAY  lall gl e Yo Yo T YV salaall / ¥ £ 50l / ¥ samadl

This research provides recommendations to strengthen the international legal framework
with the aim of ensuring accountability for states that target children for recruitment, and
to preserve children's rights in times of conflict.

Keywords: criminal responsibility — child recruitment — armed conflicts — International
Criminal Court — children’s rights — international crime
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