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Summary in English: The world faced an unprecedented health crisis with the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic, prompting governments to implement exceptional measures
to control the virus's spread. These measures raised concerns about governments’
adherence to constitutional frameworks during health emergencies and their impact on
public rights and freedoms. This study examines the constitutional responsibility of
governments during health crises, focusing on Iraq’s experience and comparing it with
other countries. It explores the roles of the three branches of government (executive,
legislative, and judicial) in crisis management and analyzes the impact of governmental
decisions on the economy, public health, and human rights. The study concludes that the
absence of a clear legal framework for health emergencies negatively affected Iraq’s
governmental response and weakened parliamentary and judicial oversight.
Consequently, the study recommends establishing a comprehensive legal framework for
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health emergencies to ensure a balance between effective crisis response and the
protection of constitutional rights.

Keywords: Constitutional responsibility, health emergency, constitutional rights, COVID-
19 pandemic
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