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Abstract : world has witnessed an unprecedented digital evolution that has led to the
emergence of new forms of harmful behavior, most notably cyberbullying, which is a
hostile act carried out through electronic means with the intent to insult, demean, or
threaten. Given that this behavior can cause severe psychological, social, and economic
harm to the victim, it has become necessary to clarify the legal basis governing the civil
liability arising from it under Iraqi law. This research addresses the conceptual and legal
framework of cyberbullying, analyzing its multifaceted legal nature—criminal, civil, and
disciplinary—and its distinguishing features compared to traditional acts, such as the
difficulty of proof, the broad scope of harm, and its continuity over time. The study
focuses on tortious civil liability as the legal mechanism for reparation, through
examining its three pillars: fault, damage, and causal relationship, in accordance with the
Iraqi Civil Code No. 40 of 1951, particularly Article 204. It also explores the legal effects
of civil liability for cyberbullying, most notably compensation in all its forms (material,
moral, and emotional), judicial orders to stop the harm, preventive and discretionary
safeguards, the liability of a guardian for the acts of a minor, and the publication of court
rulings as a means of restoring dignity. The research is supported by recent Iragi judicial
decisions and international legislative comparisons. It concludes that although Iraqi
legislation lacks explicit provisions regulating cyberbullying, it still provides—through
its general legal rules—a legal framework that enables the protection of victims and the
pursuit of compensation. However, there is an urgent need for legislative development
that keeps pace with digital reality. The study found that civil liability for cyberbullying
is based on traditional elements but requires digital means of proof, that the damage in
such cases is often moral and psychological and requires special compensation, and that
Iragi courts have started to address such cases through flexible legal adaptation. The
absence of a specific law regulating cyberbullying is one of the most prominent
legislative gaps. The recommendations include enacting a specific law to combat
cyberbullying, amending provisions of the Civil Code and Penal Code to include acts
committed electronically, granting judges broader powers to issue temporary orders to
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protect victims, updating evidentiary rules to accommodate digital evidence, and
incorporating cyberbullying into disciplinary systems for students and employees
Keywords: bullying, cyberbullying, cyberbullying, civil liability
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