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Abstract An administrative lawsuit in Iraq is the legal means through which individuals
seek to protect their legitimate rights and interests from actions taken by public
administration authorities, especially when such actions are arbitrary or contrary to the
law. For such a lawsuit to be admissible before the administrative court, several formal
and substantive conditions must be met, as stipulated by Iraqi administrative law. One of
the main conditions is the presence of an “administrative decision subject to appeal,”

meaning there must be a binding administrative will issued by a competent authority that
affects the legal status of individuals.
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Another essential condition is the existence of a "legal interest" — the plaintiff must have
a personal, direct, and legitimate interest in challenging the decision. Iraqi administrative
jurisprudence consistently holds that interest is the basis of the lawsuit, and without it, the
case will be dismissed procedurally.

Furthermore, in some cases, it is required to exhaust administrative remedies — such as
submitting a complaint or grievance to the administrative body — before resorting to
court, particularly when explicitly mandated by law.

The lawsuit must also be filed within the legally prescribed period, which is typically 30
days from the date the administrative decision was officially communicated or the
plaintiff became fully aware of it. Failure to meet this deadline renders the lawsuit
inadmissible.

These conditions are not merely procedural but are vital for ensuring justice, maintaining
a balance between the administration's authority and the individual's right to judicial
protection, and reinforcing the rule of law and the principle of legality within the state.
Keywords: acceptance, administrative action, Irag, administrative law
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