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Abstract

In this study, we examine the character of Bahloul ibn Amr al-
Sayrafi al-Kufi, known in Islamic history as Bahloul the Madman, tracing
his intellectual, historical, and social dimensions in light of what is
mentioned in heritage sources and reliable narratives. Contrary to the
commonly held image of him as a reckless madman, the study reveals a
deeply conscious and balanced personality who chose madness as a means
of expressing silent protest against tyranny and concealing his true loyalty
to the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).
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The study focuses on Bahloul's relationship with the Imams of the
Ahl al-Bayt, particularly Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq and Imam Musa al-Kadhim
(peace be upon them), demonstrating his role in disseminating their
thought in a symbolic, satirical manner aimed at demonstrating truth and
refuting falsehood without directly clashing with the Abbasid authority.
The study analyzes his positions, statements, and debates as intellectual
tools of a reformist nature. It also examines his use of tagiyya and
symbolism in discourse, highlighting the features of social and intellectual
intelligence in his outwardly insane behavior. The study concluded that
Bahloul was not a true madman, but rather a wise and rational man who
chose madness as a mask to protect himself and maintain his loyalty to his
principles during a time of oppression.

The study also demonstrated that Bahloul's legacy represents a
unique model of the dissenting intellectual under tyranny, and that studying
him represents an important contribution to understanding the mechanisms
Keywords: claim, madness, illusion, truth, Bahlol.
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