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The Effect of the Cause Part on Transformations: A Reading of the Morphological
Codex
Ahmed Hadi Jassim
Al-Qadisiyah University / College of Archaeology

Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of the “partial cause” (Juz’ al-‘illah) on
morphological transformations within the Arabic linguistic system, by analyzing the
relationship between phonological phenomena and morphological structures and its
role in processes such as vowel alternation (i‘/al), substitution (ibdal), deletion, and
assimilation (idgham). The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on
evidence from classical Arabic linguistic sources, compared with modern structural and
functional analyses. The significance of this study lies in highlighting the “partial
cause” not merely as a theoretical concept but as an explanatory mechanism that
contributes to regulating morphological rules and understanding partial changes in
verbs and nouns. The first section of the study addresses the concept, foundations, and
its function in morphological transformations, while the second section explores its
treatment in classical grammatical schools and modern approaches, supported by
practical applications demonstrating its role in verb inflection. The findings reveal that
the “partial cause” is a pivotal element in maintaining structural consistency in Arabic,
balancing phonological economy with morphological system requirements, thereby
positioning it as a key factor in the development and stabilization of linguistic rules.
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