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Abstract

This research focuses on the approaches to structuring beliefs and perceptions of the
Palestinian Nakba in the Israeli collective consciousness as revealed in the media
discourse in Israel. It aims to determine the extent of Israeli recognition or denial of
the Palestinian Nakba, and the extent of acceptance of responsibility for its occurrence.
The patterns of recognition of the Nakba, and denial of its mere occurrence or
responsibility for it, may enable us to gain insight into the way in which it is viewed
within the Israeli public sphere, and the extent to which the Nakba and its memory are
important elements in shaping the behavioral patterns of the Israeli public in recent

years. The results of the research show that the most prominent belief in the Israeli
public discourse regarding the Nakba lies in the connection between three cumulative
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claims: denying its mere occurrence; viewing it as a threatening innovation aimed at
delegitimizing Israel; and denying responsibility for it. This belief matches the official
Israeli position, which does not show willingness to reach a settlement with the
memory of the Palestinian Nakba, and even refuses to date it.
Keywords: Palestinian Nakba, 1948, Imran’s painting, Palestinian paradise,
Returning to Haifa.
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