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Women in Abbasid Literature: Between Symbolic and Real Presence
Ibtisam Mohsen Kreidi
University of Dhi Qar / College of Science
Summary
The Abbasid era witnessed a cultural, social, and artistic openness that made the
image of women occupy a prominent space in literary production, both poetry
and prose. Their presence was manifested in two parallel dimensions: symbolic
presence and realistic presence. From a symbolic perspective, women in
Abbasid poetry took on an ideal or imaginary image that embodied the meanings
of beauty, perfection, charm, and seduction, as in erotic poetry, which abounded
with rhetorical images that made women a symbol of pure pleasure or spiritual
transcendence. This presence was often linked to artistic depiction that
transcended reality to give women mythical or symbolic dimensions, whether in
the sensual erotic poetry of Abu Nuwas, the detailed erotic poetry of Ibn al-
Rumi, or the chaste tendency of some Bedouin poets who remained faithful to
the ideal of the woman of Puran.
Keywords: Women, Abbasid Literature, Symbolic Presence
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