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The Impact of Utilizing Probing Questions in Teaching History on the
Development of Analytical Thinking Among Fourth-Grade Preparatory
Students

Qais Abbas Noaima

Abstract :This study aims to measure the impact of employing probing questions
in teaching history on the development of analytical thinking among fourth-grade
preparatory students. A quasi-experimental approach was adopted, with a sample
selected from a secondary school in Thi-Qar province and divided into two groups:
experimental and control. The experimental group was taught using probing
questions strategy, while the control group followed the traditional method.
Multiple research tools were used to collect data, including an analytical thinking
test and classroom observation, with statistical analysis conducted using
independent samples t-test and Eta squared to determine effect size. Results
showed a statistically significant difference between the performance averages of
the two groups in favor of the experimental group, indicating the effectiveness of
probing questions in enhancing analytical thinking. Classroom observation also
revealed higher levels of engagement and attention among students in the
experimental group. The study confirmed that probing questions—across their
types (encouraging, clarifying, focusing, redirecting, and critical)—effectively
transform students from passive recipients of information into active participants in
knowledge construction, aligning with social constructivist theory. The research
concluded with several recommendations, including the need for teacher training in
this strategy, its integration into curriculum design, and encouraging future studies
to explore its effectiveness across different educational stages and subjects.

Keywords: Probing questions, Analytical thinking, History instruction, Curriculum
development.
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