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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS INFLUENCING SPATIAL
DISTRIBUTION OF CADMIUM IN THE
EUPHRATES RIVER SEDIMENTS IN IRAQ

Khaldoun S. Al-Bassam
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ABSTRACT

In this study a field follow-up was carried out to monitor cadmium concentration in the
sediments of the Euphrates River and the distribution of this highly poisonous element along
the river course, as well as to locate possible sources related to cadmium supply and
enrichment in the Euphrates River environment. The analyses of river sediments and mollusk
shells collected from 15 stations along the river course in Iraq showed relative cadmium
enrichment in the river sediments, in addition to its presence in relatively high concentrations
in the mollusk shells of the river. The river sediments contained up to 5 ppm Cd
(mean 3.5 ppm) and the mollusk shells contained up to 5.4 ppm Cd (mean 4.8 ppm) compared
to less than 1 ppm in unpolluted stream sediments and lake sediments.

The possible pollution sources are discussed including geological nature, industrial waste,
agricultural activities and municipal sewage discharge. The results suggest that the
contribution of industrial sources to Cd enrichment is negligible; the phosphate fertilizers
plant at Al-Qaim has no influence on this phenomenon. The industrial waste-water,
occasionally discharged to the river, contain negligible traces of cadmium. The study suggests
that other anthropogenic sources may have significant role in the enrichment of Cd in the
Euphrates River sediments. These include discharging of irrigation water, rich in phosphate
fertilizers, to the river along its course in Iraq, and discharging untreated municipal heavy
water (sewage) to the river without treatment from highly populated cities.
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The natural (geological) factors in the enrichment of Cd in the Euphrates River sediments
seem limited, but the relatively higher concentration values observed in the sediments of the
northern sector of the river may be related to opaque heavy minerals (mostly Fe-oxides),
proved to be present in higher concentrations in that sector.

On the other hand, mollusk shells appear to be collectors of Cd from the aqueous system;
a fact observed by many workers. The structure of aragonite allows significant substitutions
of Cd for Ca. In this respect, they can be used as environmental indicators.
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Faagdall 8 oluall g sl g il 5 siaall s gaedlSl (g e ] Jaa
(ppm) Jaa (ppm) g2
0.20 Earth crust
Igneous rocks
0.23 0.57-0.03 Ryolites
0.12 1.60 - 0.02 Granites
0.14 1.00 - 0.10 Basalts, Diabases, Gabbros
0.10 1.60 - 0.03 Eclogite
0.02 0.03 — 0.001 Ultramaphic rocks
Metamorphic rocks
0.04 0.26 - 0.007 Gneisses
0.02 0.87 - 0.005 Schists
Sedimentary rocks
0.08 0.5-0.001 Carbonates
0.068 0.41-0.01 Sandstones and conglomerates
1.3 11-0.02 Shales
8 21-3> Oceanic Mn-oxides
25 500 - 10 > Phosphorites
Recent sediments
0.5 Soil
0.91 6.2 —0.02 Lake sediments
0.16 0.4-0.03 Stream sediments
Water (ppb)
0.11 Sea-water
8 Spring-water
3 Fresh-water
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Vinogradov (1959); Turekian and Wedepohl (1961); Fleischer et al. (1974);
Gong (1975) and Baturin (1982).
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3sns dmalall Cul s 5 saaall o) il S e A jlie o el (e s sima ol Alandl) Al e
r a saedlS yeaiey Al Ay el Ll G LeBle 5 g yaall s ) daall ) saiall oda Liie ) @ll
Gl (8 038 5i 13335 NO3 5 POy (e S5 asaedSl) G 43 8 dala) A83e 25a s () 4 pad) olsall Jillas
S5 Aaglia ) A@aall o328 46 jee <l (Martin et al., 1980) <laall GuanS Y1 Jiy dum sl (e Ao gidl)
Ll ) s sedlSl) (e Baent) Lgand A LSl aaadl lladl 8 g 820 8 Alin ) 3aenY) 8 o spealSI
.(Hutton, 1983) izl 13¢] ciluill jaliaial (saa

«(Greenockite; CdS) <ulS 5iy & Leanl 3,0l Aiiual) dialaa s ddlise JSaL ) duall b o spedlSll 2a g

«(Monteponite; CdO) <ubisuiise «(Cadmoselite; CdSe) <uShw sailS ((Howleyite; CdS) «uwl sa
pomedlSll aa gy cAliiiaall Adalaa 32115 (Sukovite; [(Hg, Cd)S]-S) <uldsS sy (Otavite; CACO;) <uldlisl
4be sl 4alill (e (Galena; PbS) Lllalls (Sphalerite; ZnS) <l slleull Jie ddsas (5 a1 golae
Aol Gl )l (A o sealSl as g9 A AN gl (8 s 30305 G Al (5 paie a gealSl) &y
43 LS iaiall g sl 2lSH (em g ) QLB 3 Jalall QB (sl JSE e sl Ay game iliae JS3 e
Al ey Lagije ol SN LS Gy oal S e amg o) By Ay ells Ay padd) elal) 3 aa g
.(Raspor, 1980; Pickering, 1980; Khalid, 1980 and Nriagu, 1980)

Ssas Aiaa By b S Gl Al e canl gy B eaiedl 13 Jalad e gl D) ARl il jall iy
ol gh a5y 3 ALED jealiall Jilad cul gl A ya AT by el o) jal DS 3 4 spadSD) e Ale 380
(1 JSall) 4 palil) ) A8 e dsedl) caal )l (A aspdSH e dalle 58155 a5a 5 2B (1998 cabaddl)
Cusal @l e Sy aie sl adalil) ae 45 Eal el (e el adaldl) b 5805 e el daai s sedas
Dladl b jeas (Sa s A Gmgn 8 asmedSH 58 55 53l Aldiaall aleaall eleaiiny Al Gl
) JJLAA @i} 4\%\33&\ ud\.’_.d\ c&gﬂ:\)\)ﬂ k_\ulaﬂ\ ‘@.;45\ Q_Q}A\ c\:m ‘:A:ts:bml\ JJLAA]\ sﬂ\z\azul:j\ :4:\;)3}.\;.“
) Asell Baama e Gl all 7 A

asradsll puaiad daall eyl

AR (g Gl ) Leie 1858 dle die iy e @l Gluidl dpand) e G JbaS paic 6 gl
el Gaob oo aswealS G opell &3 of (Says «(Yasumura et al., 1980) aswedSU (i yilly duca sl
sl b 4 Cun aingd) Sleall b Al e S) il Sleal) Gish e dabisial s ¢ oaigl i il
pspedlSll Galiaial o LN g il auall ) J3I o gadSH (e % (50 — 25) pabaial Si IsY)
raiall S 580 e Gy Al sl oball (B jaaiall 138 Lo 2 sa gall 4Ll Alpadll e aaiad b sl sl
an s G A5 LI 8 Aald S s (L)) s B (aS) i peaie a5l o Baa ) (Khalid, 1980)
(B9 (B 0 S (e 8 m Ol smy ST AISH (0 58 iy (5l pmall (B 3 5a sall o saadSH (40 %50 (s
Al 3l Ty saedlSh o agabiad (55a3 Y 5aY gl s JULY) o Jas gl 385 (2 Jsaall) amal) o)
O sl i Ol yall Gl sall (g Aise 24 I sad LN a8 o gaadSH 58 53 Of (i By ¢ anll qa 0 S i
.(Al-Bassam and Taka, 2011) ppm (6.4 — 0.1)

(Yasumura et al., 1980) s s3SI (4a (5 i) anal) eliac] (5 sina 12 Js0a

ppm (1470 — 446) 4s))
ppm 50 2l
ppm 4 el
ppm (0.03 — 0.01) lal)
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G505 Ol Al 8 adll haia o)) 8 asaedSl geaie ) el Adad el A el Gl e Y1 aal
@ ¥ B ol Sleall Gk e paadl Ala B mus alde JSay bkl adiy Cis
Olasmll e go ppedSl ) gl gy o Gl ) Al pamed) Sleall Bk e gl Al
<ulas gl 385 (Furst, 1971 and Perry, 1971) 4l jlee Y1 (e s AT (al jaly (S 5all (e dgiliia slime]
Gl S o anlS) K5 e sasay Als i (Heath et al., 1962) il alSiy (il vie 3 jaUall o3a
(Gunn et al., 1963 and Roe, 1964) <3 JS o3 g g Al & IS 5 (Kazantzis and Hanbury, 1966)
Itaiitai disease s L) (& igna) alaall adgi de pu (250 ) sealSh I Gl (25 O (S LS
Y L gl auall o 500)SN e (5 puadll de jall (WHO) daallad) 4 5al) dsaall dekaia & )8 (Hanya, 1971)
Jay pnl 3 oS ) o 5aadS) pdans (o Ny s (Norrdberg, 1974) g s 8 mgm (500 — 400) ¢= 234
Cpifaall Al oadmll leall Giyh e JAN Agbee Awdy il ageny ARl ALl aa
.(Hutton, 1983)

Jaad) bl

Gaaie |5 ol )l @lls 3 ALE paliall Ll s 53S0 53 3l ,al 1998 dle & <l 8l e ol 5 )l Aadai <
aic (e fan Adle 305 (Bl dage lily e ALEN pualiall 3lad il 455 8 Le daglie e dilall A )
i) V) are e 0sSE Al Gl Galaal XS (1999 cabiadl) il @l jei ol g (b o spedll
Gany daliey ddlia) Cllad ol jaly Al diagl) dalial Jiaii (2000 caladl) ol sl Glli 8 50 g sall
el 5 AL KU 1 4 s dlase 15 3 Ol al ed ol g Aadal el Apepdall e 30l 30 a3gd Alaiadll joliadll
4 palill s B glasadl y AL 5 Apallll 5 Al gpall g Alalls A SN g JiShl g Canasall 5 A sl 5 Cum y galaxdl s B4 s
Onill s oo sl al) easall Aelall AS AN o a3 dalaill salely i) ABa g daaa (e S o (1 JSAD)
& @il el s ¢(Al-Janabi et al., 1992) Al pabaia¥) Cilidae Sleas dalaill adiadl) Glad) Gukiy
el gy e AT Gl OIS calad A3 Eal) (ia el LapSlb Jalsill jleas dalad) s ol 4S8 ) yrida
Cla s phaall 5 380 (gl 5 ol 5y (e e Jidad 3 LS (G yils dall s o oadl diad) Leie aadall ¢ 3all 5 il dl
1aa & daiiall dliu ill saanY) e e (e Db ¢ailall 8 3 liu sill saan) ) aanal liall s 4Bl e lial)
el

gla,¥ s jalal e 3l axd) Aaa e s Aaall Cugad) g sumsall (e 5 siall bl A8S apii g Al 2 Caya
A il jabadll e Canall Ul g &5l o jad el Ay 8 6 spedlSll paie 3S) 5 AL

il

Al e gy (A asedSl jaie S5 ld clgls Al Al bl el d8S ‘;Uu;i@
Al iy (3 Jsaall) edl) ol ad 8IS 8 o saedSH e ddlle 3055 asay ) (Slsa Ll Gilaals il )
228 2sas (1998 caliadl) il il (msn (8 Al 3 sall JiaY) aladindl il gl mali ) e i S
assedSl 38 55 Jaee aly )5 Lie kel ¢ jadl 8 GlIaS 5 2SN ol ) a5 (A aspedSD) (e Aladl 30 5
4oel) Gl 5l (G a saealSI) (5 siaal A8 5 prall dpalladl SV arall pe Lpladlly Ml Ao cppm 3.7 5 3.5 b
S8 A3k agay el ey (Fleischer et al., 1974 and Gong, 1975) ppm 0.16 4Ll &5kl e
& 4i)shi s ¢ g sal 3»%‘};\15 DY) s ) allall Jaxall (i 330 20 o SN e il 5 (A sealSl)
JS\;‘&\SB)?';Y\ Ul Ol e pt N e g Galaall g deliall 5 ) H (A L cpl A8 0 &l pide & Jillasll (3808
i G dadige B daedl o V) el aslend) sl ddladl A8 dlad e Gl ey
(a5 gl 5l canad) Al KU Cildasa) il Al 468 e el 2Lldl o Laa o) allall és ppm 2.1
b Boalall o3 Cilaa gl (3 Jsaall) el e siad) @l e DAL o saadSh e L e (s sy ua
Zal s o) (2000 pbadl) ppm 4.8 L psealSl 3 5 Jare gl Cum Lol il )1 Calaal Jllas
Giodie 5 ued e ST ) Ll 2 sad Al g ALl clad all 8IS 8 peil) il sy (B pspedSU 58 ) Alal)
b Jlladlly it cfialy J8 e cual 8 Ll Lo (Jdall oda danay sliieY) ) e n s lile
(4 Jsaall) daline Allas (5 jlay g ddlise ) it
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(1998 cabadl) (ppm) <l Al Hed asl 5 (A asedSI 58 5503 Jsaa

(suhal) ¢ 3ad) 408 Al

T B N I WA . )
U () Sl " gleal U Gl Jalad " gleal Adaaal) <
2.1 3.5 1.6 3 A |1
3.1 43 2.3 4 sl [ 2
2.1 3.8 2.3 5 s .3
2.2 3.8 2.0 4 galadl | 4
2.3 4.2 2.6 5 EE
2.0 3.8 1.5 3 2586
2.3 3.8 1.7 3 caedl [ 7
2.1 3.8 1.5 3 A |8
2.0 3.5 1.7 4 Ji<i .9
2.1 3.0 1.5 3 4 [10
2.0 3.5 1.5 3 Ll |11
1.8 3.5 1.6 3 Al [.12
1.8 3.0 1.4 3 gl |13
2.0 3.5 1.4 3 ssbeadl |14
2.1 3.8 1.5 4 & el [ 15

Ll (el Jone

24 3.9 2.2 42 < _f’ a1

;i) Bl Joes

2.0 3.5 1.5 3.2 ‘ﬂ_}ﬂﬁf’_ g

2.1 3.6 1.7 3.5 el 5y Jans

(Rl i) 1) (ppm) <l kA el Ll (ge Ailide e 8 2 5203Sh 38 55 4 Jie 14 Jgan

Jhaall sl Jamall

Banat et al. (1981)] 4.0-1.5 | 2.5 (2 1) oel e Jsba e & Hed a5
Banat et al. (1981)] 8.0-2.0 | 3.7 | &lsll @ jia (20 — 16) Bee (e Dl Al daadl) sl 5,
(1994) sl | 36-18 | 2.6 (S e ) Dpas 50 ol 5
(1995) e | 12.7-6.6 | 10.6 (-2 p) Al L a5
(1995) se | 13.7-44| 95 gl bl a5
(1998) sl 50-3.0 | 3.5 (Al e ) @l Al (5 me Jsba e 4y s il g )
(1998) abadd | 43-3.0 | 3.6 (=2 1) A e soae sk e A ped il sy
(1998) sadl | 014-0.11| 013 | i ool siall g il el ff;’;f)‘
(1999) dad  [0.07-0.04] 0,06 | T Ot e o £ S Bl el
(pH8)

(2000) sl | 5.4-4.4 | 48 il sl Calaal
(1983) gl | 0.9-02 | 0.6 (ppb) < Al e ola
(1983) gl | 52-03 | 1.5 S il 5y o Ale )l cilpal) e A yiall 2lSY)
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z 5 (OhY)) i) il gy (8 2 sa sall asaadSl e (s Jalall QWA ¢l ) Al Al caiy
A4da Aol gk 8 ppm (0.4 - 0.07) Oxs (PHO) Adia duads gk & ppm (0.14 - 0.11) o
slae ) Gl of Sy Al e Al 5y sha Jid ) Jalall ALE 380 50 2 (1999 caladl) (pHS)
Al FOLY) e 5 s sl DY) 3 i sal ) Jadi Baase Cagyk b bl J8 (e Lpaliaial o o 5l el
gl 3 ,U) Al ‘?A A ‘(Redox Potentia]) .‘u.uSi.ﬂ\} JVFAY) aga s }i (pH) s g Haell Adlall s
.(Khalid, 1980) <3 42l ey <y yiaall 5 o S cililee Jady 4y gl
olae iy Cum ¢ puaiall 1 (e (a5 5 s (A oy p sedSl) jeaiad il 8 ol Jidad () SAIL ppaadl (4
E e siad A s ol Al jall o8 038 5 ¢((1983) awall Al )3 caws ppb 0.6 Ja=ei5 ppb (0.9 - 0.2)
A eV el (b aselSll 58 55 Jarae of Lale clipal 358 gial) e gleall Cavn ol 3l slia 8 4 saealSU Jlas
shaad (pallall Jaedl) o o alil 038 e A olie O (my i35 ppm 0.003 ) (ppb) sl ¢ 5» 3
(WHO, 1993) il shaal Lzallal) liial sall Gasia XS 5 jlgsY)

LBl

ali G S A el il gl (B saedS pemie S 5 oSa3 0 (S A s Db el e s2e s
il 5l 8 el A paadl siaall b o sedlSl ssine Of Cun ol 1 b Loge T30 daa gl guall Jal sall
830 O dan b o g1 gl Al 3l Aagadall 5 AbaS saa) Al (g Sliad Jal gl o3a aa) (055 O (S A el
830 (B pet el sl 5l (8 Ll g &y gaanll ol gally pikiall g sl 2lST 5 5355 (PH) Aian sl Al
38155 sl abkee 5 (Jain and Ali, 2000 and Puyat et al., 2007) <ol sl 038 8 a spedSl) Cais
DY) G ALEN Lall) el (33Ua] o us ol )l s e liall (5l JalLaall Canss 4 sgdll ol 5 8 4 520l
o opadlSIL A el Al gl Cland e ABLA 5 Alial) ailiaal) Cila g aa s A jaal) LN oy dallae ()
.(Mwashote, 2003 and Abdul Rauf et al., 2009) s _al L& jalic

S lan ) g s i il el Baanedl) dae 3l ol ) (e 3 padd) ) olia el
<l ) Bas 5 WS (Charkhabi et al., 2008) 46l 4l (8 p s2adSI 3 553205 el se (e Logn Slale 3800
Aol Gyl goall e dealdl) il Adadill o pally &l s A ) anl gl (A o sealSN) S0 5 A
S 5ina (0 %90 s o st & el canl )l () o siald) alaes B34 (Alam et al., 1998) hddl <36l
.(Davies et al., 2006) 4 el Al 8 ALE jualiall

pspadSl 35 A age Pla) S Gald IS Leie cilisa il 4 slal) Al AT Lali e
Jlarin AlSa) 4y ide @ lad in B (Matuseviciute and Eitminaviciute, 2005) 4l Zaall 8
shdll (e oAl ALE  jualic 5 asealSl Gadatiul A D3 ol 8 (g A A clal) (g
.(Kilgour, 1991; Piotrowski, 2004 and Liu et al., 2009)

:Jai aleadl o3 5 Ll et a5y b o ssedl€I 38 5 ol 5 A 3 (65 o (S ol B2 i
Cllledl) Al AL eliall i yldl (3als Losus LS5 3 el asl dum sl Al
)@_J\ uu\})gﬂ"é.:};)d\ ALl u.l\.:ud\ @sz\l:mﬂ\ oluall Q\AJJJ:A A_\:;\))S\

i Al O gad A gl gaal) dadal) m

Slaslaal) A (g a2 ) o s de gl dun gl pan Dl oS e Gloally Lgs WS 5 (A S e s ma
3 Ay yihia Gl oSS ()l Bl padl g L) g 0 B8 siall Claglaall G W) LS 53 (& il ) e Do gl 0
ULl Haall o) gl WS deagay 4 ol ﬁ):ud&\ Ol (2) sl e a3 WS o gadSll juainy (hapka
Culg g cialaliiall d}ﬂ\ @:\_u\s.u}sg_m\})ae\ e Y )@.ﬂ\ Lgﬂo\é'é)é}ld\ C'_LULLAS\ s g “L\\é.ujﬂ\
Oloss s die Ayl paall Gl amy e a8 I o el 50 0o oS 150 (s 2 A1 jal) Sliu
Alan gl Gl gl el () A e A iy il gl o3 e e ElSe 5 Gl a2l A8
ool s Jsdudl) Jie el din (A Ale SIS g A palic sy ey AN e (8 p saedlSl ] jaas
el ae Jall g LS el Ay S dulle S50 (g e Lund Al ) a5l (8 ) Srae () paic Laa
b ASall b LSy g Aibia g Al Lagaant (Jpeaie et s assedl€ll 5 cppa JAN G &85 o) LS
Cliu g shua 8 a el ) s jad) da o) i casnealSH Lonaa Tl b 1 jnme (uad Y oy ) il
sl (1998 cabadl) il dll Cal s, 8 25 o> ) s (A (Al-Bassam, 1982) 5 (Mo ali lilse
Dsaaall gl Al jaall Al o) Gy ge Ml s sealSll ) A Gua Al paie A5 uS Bab
O ) el B BHS & peaial) 138 30 55 8 Aalad) BaLON ey Y Al A el o) jaal) Jled b Al il
il (4 palill )AL S b ) el ) Al
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(ZnS) <l el Garay oty JSG Sl agedSll paiay ale A e Al Glds )
aadiiul (Kay g asedSll e Adle A o gsiags daphll 4 Y uajall WA g
Ol delia 8 asedSU jaae sl Cyl il e Sy copa)dll uaed oWl e @S
Jed liaaad 8 A1 138 agay ) Jaall 138 4 3 ,LEY) (S« (DeFilippo, 1975 and Nriago, 1980)
}\ el (5 man A 3080 Apaaall sl ) 028 ABe g yaall ye e adl e ‘@\ycmgﬁyu)n}d\)d\
(a}m)lﬂ\ U< ppm (2870 2250) L_A‘; sz.\;.aj ALl 5 me e B 4.\5\‘):1\ clalaldl u\ O Slsab cdailia
& el gl A sl Aapdall ) sal daual g Aai padlAdul (Sadll e e L(Al-Bassam et al., 1982)
i) daaS abadin) GSaYlis olady) 138 & A8 JVa aa g Vg ol jdll jel A A o gedlSl pale 33 )
Ll 358 i) e sladll a8 e

ieliall claghaall =

o) al DS 853 0 ga (Clysa )l Calaal 5 ol 5 1) A1y Ay b asealSI 58 55 a3l of s
el 8 Al gl saend) Aelia 50 b El) (e Y OIS o el @il 8 dasi 3305 e Lgdll (5 yaa
e lesles Ll 55 Y 5 US55 Usm (30 IS (o8 eliall aladdl ) Jlal degslay 28L0) 5303 31 538
bl saall B0 ge aah @) i sl ala we Lelabad e 238 8 dilin il 320 deliva dyaal il
all )l ) i Jaae 8 gy o Jamall a1 jaall ad sall L ddlia) e 50ealS (e Jall o) sinay

AR e T lie) apiail ol e RS 8 Gl gane (b o530l paie € 5 Aabio Alal) 2l 8 o5
63 5) Al ol 551 Jalat ) Ala) e Liall oda (e Al AL 5 dboal) cljlaally UDA Sl i) i
Gt 2y S el AAN (Aand€l) Gagenill aay alal cclinn il QA Jllall ilad ol il jgd 8 dsan Ji Al
slaiall olpall chpcaslal) olaall chyaelall olall ¢(Slime) sl cililéi ¢s )y shudl) Gusall (TSP dlaws ¢ ) 413
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