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Representations of Authority in Al-Farazdaq's Poetry - A Study of the

Cultural Patterns Implicit in Elite Discourse
Prof. Dr. Sattar Jabbar Razij
Assistant Professor Ayman Abdullah Abbas
Abstract :

A deep analysis of Al-Farazdaq’s poetry« with its political orientations and elite
discourse« reveals a complex system of implicit cultural structures that form the
hidden framework of his poetic discourse during the Umayyad Caliphate.
Through the lens of cultural criticism« the study demonstrates how his poetic
text carries multiple layers of meaning that transcend the apparent< with the
tribal paradigm emerging as the most influential. The poet’s consciousness—and
subconscious—are dominated by an obsession with belonging to the Tamim
tribe« reflecting a psychological makeup saturated with tribal ethos¢< values«< and
hierarchies .In poems that ostensibly praise the Zubayrids« the panegyric is¢ in
essence« directed toward his tribe rather than the political faction. This is evident
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In semantic shifts¢ such as the use of terms like (peoples)< which narrows
political allegiance into a strictly tribal framework. Meanwhile« the implicit
religious paradigm manifests in an ambiguous engagement with the symbolism
of the Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet’s household). For instance« his praise poem for
Imam Ali Zayn al-Abidin (peace be upon him)« while superficially expressing
Alid loyalty« actually reflects Tamim’s competitive rivalry with Qurayshs«
employing prophetic lineage as symbolic capital in struggles over legitimacy
and power .The implicit authoritarian paradigm emerges in his dealings with
the Umayyads« where praise transforms into a dual discourse—concealing
intellectual and material allegiance to his tribe. Excessive praise becomes a
vehicle for subtle critique« as seen in his depiction of Bishr ibn Marwan« which
thinly veils sarcasm toward hereditary governance. Similarly« the implicit moral
paradigm reveals contradictions between appearance and reality: proclaimed
virtues in panegyrics become tools for negotiating social status and personal
gain« detached from sectarian or tribal loyalty. Celebrated traits like generosity
and courage turn into commaodities in a political marketplace.These intertwined
paradigms expose the mechanisms of elite discourse in the Umayyad era« where
poetry served as a covert arena for legitimacy contests and a cultural record of
power shifts and domination patterns in early Islamic society. The study further
challenges historical assumptions about the poet’s affiliations¢< advocating for a
critical reassessment of evidence to deconstruct prevailing narratives. It
underscores Al-Farazdaq’s political and religious adaptability as a strategy for
material and physical security« driven by self-interest above all else .
Keywords: Al-Farazdag« Umayyad poetry« cultural criticisme tribal discourse:
implicit paradigms:« political legitimacy.
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