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Abstract

This study aims to critically examine the intellectual and doctrinal underpinnings of
terrorist movements, exposing the ideological frameworks they propagate—frameworks

that starkly contradict the innate human nature (fitrah) and moral disposition upon
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which the Islamic Sharia is founded in both its legislative and theological dimensions.
The researcher concludes that ideological terrorism is, in essence, a politically—driven
phenomenon rather than a product of authentic religious thought or established

doctrinal tradition. It does not stem from the genuine tenets of any Islamic school but

instead adopts a radicalized, extremist trajectory.

These ideological constructions are deliberately couched in religious rhetoric and
dogma to lure preachers and followers into a Salafi framework, one that veils political
ambitions beneath the guise of religious reform. The ultimate goal of such movements
is the destabilization and overthrow of certain regimes—as exemplified by the recent
events in Syria—and the confrontation of the authentic Islamic intellectual tradition,
particularly that of the Shi‘i school, which has gained significant traction across Islamic

societies and extended its reach into European, American, and African communities.

The findings of this research are framed within an anthropological epistemological
paradigm, which has enabled a precise analysis of the position of ideological terrorism
within the broader context of Islamic heritage. It examines its historical roots, its degree
of divergence from Islamic orthodoxy, and its exploitation of religious symbols to
legitimize political agendas. Islamic heritage, as a product of a successful and dynamic
human experience, is inherently adaptable and capable of evolving in response to
historical developments. This capacity allows it to serve as a powerful tool for the
refinement of theological and intellectual methodologies and the deconstruction of

sectarian narratives that falsely claim Islamic legitimacy.

Keywords: intellectual foundations, thought, terrorism, intellectual terrorism,

anthropology
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