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Research Summary

Anyone who reads Naguib Mahfouz’s novels finds themselves immersed in the
intricate details of Cairo’s popular neighborhoods, as though they have lived
within their alleys and experienced the realism masterfully portrayed by the
pioneer of Arabic fiction. The alley, the café, and the streets are not mere
backdrops in his works; they are vibrant characters brimming with stories and
secrets, as exemplified in novels such as (Midaq Alley), (Miramar), (The
Harafish), (Wedding Song), (Adrift on the Nile), (Cairo Modern), and ((The
Thief and the Dogs). Here, places transform into symbols laden with profound
philosophical meanings, hidden within the narrative layers. In this context, the
book Studying Neighborhoods: Between Reality and Artistic Imagination
analyzes the interplay of realism and fiction in Mahfouz’s works, shedding light
on how he crafts these popular neighborhoods into narrative worlds that embody
human and social insights. This allows readers to embark on an experience akin
to traversing time and space, as we explore through description and analysis the
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significance and value of the place, an element Mahfouz excelled in depicting
within his novels.

Keywords: Place, Space, Setting, Novel, Narration, Characters.
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