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The Effect of the Wait Time Strategy on Reading Comprehension among
Second Intermediate) Grade Students
A.L. Nidaa Abdul-Halim Mahdi
Ministry of Education — Directorate of Education in Al-Qadisiyah
Email: edu-sycho.postl4l@gu.edu.ig
07808947761

Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the effect of using the Wait Time strategy in
developing reading comprehension skills among second intermediate grade
students. The researcher conducted a field experiment on a sample of (60)
students from the mentioned grade, enrolled at Al-Imam Ali bin Abi Talib
Secondary School, affiliated with the Directorate of Education in Al-Qadisiyah .
To achieve the research goal, the researcher adopted a quasi-experimental
design: the post-test control group design. The sample was divided into two
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groups: an experimental group (30 students) that was taught the reading material
using the Wait Time strategy, and a control group (30 students) that was taught
the same material using the conventional method. The research hypothesis was
formulated in the null form, stating: There are no statistically significant
differences at the level of (0.05) between the mean scores of the two groups in
the reading comprehension test. Before conducting the experiment, the
researcher ensured the equivalence of the two groups in several variables such as
chronological age (in months), parents’ educational attainment, and students’
previous year scores in Arabic language. Appropriate statistical tools were used
for this purpose, including the independent samples T-test and the Chi-square
test (%), which showed no significant differences between the groups in those
variables. A specialized reading comprehension test consisting of (25) objective
items was constructed, along with lesson plans for both groups, which were
reviewed by a panel of experts to ensure academic and scientific validity. The
statistical analysis results, using the T-test, showed a clear advantage for the
experimental group over the control group in the reading comprehension test,
with the difference being statistically significant at the (0.05) level. The
researcher recommended adopting the Wait Time strategy in teaching reading,
as it contributed to increasing students’ positive engagement with both the text
and the teacher. The study further recommends implementing this strategy in
teaching reading at both intermediate and secondary educational stages

Keywords: waiting strategy, reading comprehension
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