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Intellectual and Behavioral Variables in Eastern Sufism - Chivalry and
Malamatiyya — A Model (A Historical Study)
Assistant Professor Ahmed Rahim Sabr Al-Hussaini
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Hussein Ali Al-Suwaiti
University of Al-Qadisiyah / College of Education / Department of History

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to understand the historical process of the
changes that have occurred in Islamic mysticism, which will undoubtedly lead
us to knowledge of many concepts, perceptions, intellectual currents, and
events that have shaped its theoretical and practical framework, as well as
the personalities that have left their mark on its historical path. We will review
both the concept of futuwa and the malamatia, examining their influence on
and interaction with mysticism, Futuwa means courage, nobility, and gallantry,
while malamatia refers to a behavior based on self-blame and concealing
righteousness and piety, seeking closeness to God without seeking fame or
praise. We will focus on the emergence of futuwa as a reformist idea that
preceded Islamic mysticism and how it transitioned into mysticism, becoming
a practical behavior that enabled mysticism to engage directly and effectively
with society. We will also examine the malamatia, highlighting its goals in
combating hypocrisy and concealing good deeds which later developed into
strange and undesirable behaviors not only within the institution of mysticism

but also in the surrounding society.

Keywords: Sufism - Islamic East — Chivalry — Imam Ali — Malamatiyya -

Asceticism — Hypocrisy — The Greatest Sufi — Blame
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